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Three students bring new diversify to Dordt
Making changes for disabled students
paves the way for others to attend
Ten years ago, if you used a extra for me."
Some time ago, Dawn couldn't
wheelchair, getting a degree from
Dordt College would have been have taken her wheelchair to class
nearly impossible. That's not true or through the Dordt Commons
But Pam
any longer. Disabled students who without assistance.
are enrolled at Dordt today haveac- , Daale, a former student from
cess to most places on campus
and to many places within the community. More importantly, the college puts forth a special effort to
make disabled students feel "at
home" on the Dordt campus.
Freshman Dawn Ledeboer from
Prinsburg, Minnesota, begins and
ends her day with people. People
surround Dawn throughout the
day, too, and probably always will.
Dawn relies on a wheelchair to
take her everywhere, for she cannot walk. She's a victim of a rare
muscular
disorder,
WordigHoffman Disease, a condition
which makes all of her muscles
weak.
"Because of this, I'm dependent
on other people," explains Dawn,
"and that's not always easy." Every
morning, someone helps Dawn get
out of bed and get ready for school.
This includes helping her in and
out of the bathtub, helping her put
her clothes on, and assisting her
with other personal chores.
Dawn ledeboer says she likes dorm living
When Dawn decided to come to
and the friends she's made there.
Dordt, students were interviewed
to help her with daily chores. Dawn
says that the five girls hired to help
Hawarden, Iowa, who uses a
her every day clearly aren't in it for
wheelchair, "paved the way" for
the extra money. "I'm so happy
wheelchair users at Dordt. Ramps
with the girls that were chosen for
are now built into sidewalks; many
the job. We've really gotten to be
of the restrooms on campus are
friends, and they're willing to do
wheelchair-accessible; and two of
the buildings with second stories
have been altered slightly to acInside this issue:
commodate wheelchairs.
"I never thought I'd be able to go
Disabled at Dordt
1-3
to Dordt," said Dawn. She had tentatively made plans to attend a
Political Science profile 4
technical college in Willmar, MinSpectrum
5-12
nesota. When she visited Dordt's
campus last spring, however, it
TheVeldhuisens
5
was arranged that Pam Daale give
Dawn a tour of campus. "She
Homecoming news
7
showed us around, and showed me
Through the Prism 8,9
that it was possible."
There are only a few places on
China teachers
10
campus that Dawn cannot go-the
basement of her dorm, the upper
Alumni news
11,12
level of the Classroom Building,
RAsand RDs
13
and the basement of the Student
Union Building. According to
Newsbriefs
14
Dawn, this has not been a problem
for her. None of her classes are
Sportsupdate
15
held on the upper level of the
Faculty news
16
Classroom BUilding, and if any of

her professors who have offices
there should want to see her,
another meeting place can be arranged. "I can be carried some
places, too. The other night I saw
the basement of my dorm for a
birthday party," she chuckles.
"Now I don't feel so bad about not
going there."
Dawn's major is accounting. Her
career plans aren't final yet, but
she wants to stay in the Midwest.
"It's kind of hard to make decisions, because I know I'll always
need someone to care for me."
Because her mother was ill this.
past summer and not able to take
care of Dawn, Dawn found for the
first time that help for the care she
requires, is available through county offices. However, this care is
not available 24 hours a day.
Dawn says her social life at
Dordt has been "great" so far. Her
parents have a specially equipped
van and left it with her on campus
and she never has any trouble getting people to drive her van for her.
"I've really made a lot of neat
friends here. Everybody keeps telling me that if I need anything, all I
haveto do is ask-I've found that If
I do ask, it usually gets done right
away."

Dawn says the attitude on campus made a big difference in her
choosing Dordt College. "People
are willing to do 'extra' here. I'm
really glad I came."
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Steve Morphew, a sophomore
from Sioux Center, has a different
set of problems to face at Dordt
every day. Steve has been blind for
two years, due to retinis pigmentosa (decay of the retina). He and
his wife Marcia and daughter,
Jessica, live a block from campus
in a trailer. Steve is a business
major and wants to get a job in personnel management.
Although Steve and his seeing
eye dog, Bo, can get any place they
want to be on campus, it's not
always easy to get around. Steve
says the ice can be a real problem.
"I'll be walking along the sidewalk,
and boom! I've fallen without any
warning. I can't see the ice coming,
and the ice doesn't slow my dog
down." Steve says that some of the
steps on campus can be tough, but
now he's memorized them so they
don't slow him down.
Studying and making the grade
present the biggest problem fo~
Steve. He goes to class with a tape
recorder and when he gets home
listens to the tape once and then
edits it. The end result is Steve's
form of notes. He has a "reader"
for each course. These readers administer true-false and multiple
- choice tests and do all of his
writing for him. They generally
don't read textbooks for him
because nearly all of Dordt's textbooks are on tapes provided by the
Library of Congress.
Often professors
use the
blackboard in their classes, and
this is a problem for Steve. Yet, he
says, "The professors have been
helpful about this-they
usually
will read what they're writing."
Steve says that socially there
have been a few barriers at Dordt.
"I know that a lot of kids look at me
like I'm from outer space. This is

Steve Morphew does most of his studying at home with his tape recorder. Often Steve
goes through tapes made from professors' lectures three times before he can decide
what should be edited.

Students bring diversity
because some have never seen a
blind person, and others don't
know how to react to any handicapped person."
Last year, in an effort to help
Steve, several students
opened
doors for him. Open doors are confusing for a seeing eye dog-the
dog doesn't know if he should stop
or go through the door. However,
as soon as students adjusted to
Steve and his dog, those kinds of
situations
disappeared.
Steve
notes that he firmly resists losing
his temper. "People will stereotype
all blind people as short-tempered,
and you don't want people to think
that. "
Steve says, nevertheless, that
he's had no problems
making
friends at Dordt. Being blind has
not changed that aspect of his life
at all. "I can walk down the hallway
and somebody's always asking me
'How's it going.' "
Steve worked with his father in
construction
before he became
blind and still does woodwork in
his home, making picture frames,
tables, bread boxes, and so on.
And Steve and his wife stili go
bowling. Since losing his sight,
Steve's high game has been a 166.
"My wife gets me centered, and I
just throw the ball the way I always
did." He says that his blindness,
understandably,
has brought his
score down somewhat. Steve confesses, "I have some troubie plck-

(Continued)

ing up the 2-pin, but I did when I
could see, too."
Steve does not think there is
anything more Dordt could have
done for him. "Dordt College is
unbelievable. Every professor has
taken the time to help me. Dordt's
been very helpful."
Susan De Vries, a sophomore
secretarial
science
major from
Chino, California, has yet to find
something at Dordt that she can't
conquer. Sue is a dwarf, and
though her height of four feet
could be disabling for some, Sue
doesn't see it that way.
"There
really
aren't
any
obstacles on Dordt's campus for
me," she says. "There are a few
flights of stairs that are difficult,
but 1 can get everywhere. The college is all in one general area,
which helps."
Sue did not choose
Dordt
because the buildings were close
together or because there are few
physical
obstacles
on campus.
She chose Dordt because her high
school counselor
told her that
Dordt has a good secretarial
science program.
"I was raised in a Christian
home, I went through Christian
school, I was raised in the Christian Reformed Church, and I was
taught that I was normal," says
Sue. "It wasn't until a couple of
years ago that I was called hand i-

capped. I never think of myself as
handicapped."
Sue says that some of the Dordt
students have a problem with her
situation. "They don't know how to
deal with me because they don't
know if I'm handicapped or what."
She smiles. "I get along with
everybody. It's funny when people
don't know how to talk to methey don't know whether to squat.;
down or bend over. I've got to be
able to joke about it."
Sue firmly believes that the
thing that still stands in her way is
how others perceive her, not how
she perceives herself. She plans to
work as a secretary and has had no

trouble getting summer jobs. "I'm
determined to be successful. I get
my willpower from my dad."
Sue says she'd definitely recornmend Dordt to others who are
dwarfs or who are disabled in some
way. "The only obstacles on campus were a few things in my dorm
room that were too high, and those
were lowered for me. If I need
anything
else done, there's no
problem in getting what I need."
She continues, "I wasn't scared
to come to Dordt, just a little anxious. I know that if I say 'I can do it,'
then I'll be able to do what I want to
do."

(

'-

D
gl
D

recc
exp
coa

'"
thai
tOUI

ferE
Ess
sea
far.

T

esp
Def
Fra
Edr
Sct
anc
(fre
nar
Te,
pro
wil
(so

Sue De Vries lives in East Hall. She likes it there but is eager for the days when she'll be
out on her own.

tlvlty. Further,
Synod called
moting a Chrlstian spirit> is faced
upon
the
schools
to accept
with a very great challenge.
responsibility
This
challenge
includes
The statement goes on to inAs you read this issue of the
for
providing
leadership
and
confronting
not only day to day
Voice, you will notice that a dicate the three areas for which
guidance toward an ongoing evaluproblems
but
also
a
number
of
number of the articles focus on Student Affairs is responsible:
ation of the constantly
shifting
crucial issues which presently call
1. Basic Services: housing, student
patterns
of contemporary
dance
student life, an important aspect
for special attention at Dordt.
wellness, food service, safety and
and toward the developoment
of
of education at Dordt College.
Alcohol and Drugs. A recent
security, and auxiliary services.
new
and genuinely
Christian
As noted in the Statement of
2. Academic,
care er- Related
dances.
Acceptance
of such
survey and evaluation by an outPurpose, Dordt College aims, in
services: academic
advising and
responsibility
may well
involve
side agency indicated that alcohol
all its programs and activities,
counseling,
career planning
and
the
development
of courses
and drug abuse is not as great at
placement.
designed
to
implement
this
to train Kingdom citizens aware of
Dordt as it is at other comparable
3. Personal,
Community
Develop·
task.
the demands of the cultural manment Services:
counseling,
faith
institutions.
We were greatly en- Since the time of this synodical
date, equipped, to take their place
development,
social
developand carry out their tasks within the
couraged by this report. Still, the
decision Dordt has been studyment, student
conduct,
student
community of believers, able to disextent of abuse that does occur
ing and evaluating this issue,
volunteer programming.
cern the spiritual direction of our
continues
to concern
us. Our
first
by a community advisory
civilization,
and prepared to adBy means of these services-all
young people must be made concouncil
and now by a Boardvance, in loving service, the claims
provided
out of a Christian
scious of the sins and the dangers
of Christ over en areas of life.
appointed faculty task force. At
involved in misuse of drugs and
Realizing such goals requires
present Dordt sponsors only
alcohol.
We hope that the recent
two things: biblical insight into
square dances, and little attenAwareness Week helped to raise
the structure
of the created
tion is given to dance in the curthat consciousness.
order and a genuinely Christian
riculum. When and if dance is inFilm. The fiim program at Dordt troduced
spirit of love for the Lord and
at the
college,
currently is extra-curricular.
The everything
desire to serve Him. Without
possible
must be
~.~,
committee which supervises this
biblical insight our students will
done to help students "discern
program is charged with selecting
not be qualified to serve; and
the will of God" for this aspect
and
presenting films "in such a of their lives.
without a Christian spirit our
way that both individual films and
graduates will have no desire to
It would be easy to ignore.
the film medium itself are shown
serve the Lord.
such issues; but we may not and
to be subject to the recreative lord- cannot ignore them, because
The cultivation of a Christian
ship of Jesus Christ." It is difficult
perspective-the
Dean
of
Students
spirit and life style on Dordt's
they dally confront our students.
to
fulfill
this
responsibility
and
his
staff
join
with
the
faculty
to
campus is the primary task of
Rather, we must deal with these
because so few films have been matters as a Christian communithe Office of Student Affairs.' In equip graduates of Dordt College
from
a Christian
"to
carry out their
tasks as produced
its statement
of philosophy,
ty and prayerfully
seek to
perspective;
in
fact,
an antiKingdom
citizens
in
the
professubmitted to the Purposes Corndevelop in the hearts of our
sions, careers, and occupations to Christian spirit dominates the film
mittee, the Student Affairs Ofyoung people a spirit and atindustry
today.
Nevertheless,
which
they have been called."
fice states that it seeks "to protitude which, 'according to the
faculty
members and students
The work of the Student Affairs
vide services, programs, and a
Student Handbook, makes them'
Office is not only important, it is work together on the Film Commitcampus
environment"
which
part of "a faculty-student
comalso very difficult.
All of us are tee toward the worthy objective of
support the Christian academic
munity dedicated to Christian
promoting
"more insightful
film
aware of the power of secularism
goals of the college.
scholarship
and fellowship
in
in our contemporary society. Hard- viewing by the Dordt audience."
the Lord."
Dance. In 1982 the Synod of the
ly anywhere is that power felt more
To the development of this
"The members of the staff are John De
Christian Reformed Church stated
than
by
a
young
person
on
a
colspirit Dordt is and must conJager, Director of Resident Life; Laurel
Hallquist, Counselor; Quentin Van lege campus. This means that a that educational institutions which
tinue to be dedicated.
sponsor dances must direct and
Essen, Career Counselor and Director of
Christian college staff, committed
the Counseling Center; and Marion Van
for this acto opposing worldliness and pro- provide supervision
Dr. John B. Hulst

From the President ...

--ill..

.s0elen, Dean of Students.
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Dorcttis committed to
, ,
serving disabled students
According
to Quentin Van
Essen, director of Dordt's counseling center,
many physical
obstacles for those who are disabled have been removed from
Dordt's campus. "We want to be
very accommodating to disabled
students," said Van Essen. "We'll
do whatever we have to so that a
disabled person can attend Dordt."
Modifications for the disabled
person take various
forms.
Students who are hearing-impaired
will have quite different needs than
those who use wheelchairs.
For those in wheelchairs Van
Essen says that Dordt has cut out
curbs, built ramps at building entrances, provided handicap parking
all around campus, lowered light
switches,
instalied
lever
doorknobs for an easier grip, and
placed a chair lift at a staircase in
the science building. For students
with other disabilities,
toilet
facilities have been lowered or
raised when necessary; special
desks and desk chairs are available
for students who need them.
Over the years other changes
have been made on campus to help
the disabled. For example, many of
the restrooms on campus are now
wheelchair-accessible.
Barriers
were put up in the middle of campus to make it easier
for
wheelchair users and blind persons to cross streets. In addition
to that, Van Essen says, the first
sidewalks to be cleared after
snowstorms are the ones the
disabled students will be using.
To make the disabled student's
career at Dordt successful,
numerous Dordt personnel are
working together to anticipate problems disabled students might

J9(J'

M'

have. The counseling center sets
up meetings with the disabled student and his or her professors for
the next year. "In the case of Steve
Morphew [see story], he educated
:'IIIJ

r~~

In addition to the physical barrierson campus, there are also
physical barriers within the community. There is no public
transportation for handicapped
persons in Sioux Center, so if a
disabled student does not have a
car or van, he or she might be confined to campus.
"I think making changes on campus for the disabled has been good
for Dordt," says Van Essen. "Our
students have learned so much
from the disabled students who
are here. And, of course, an education at Dordt should be available to
everyone-not just to the kids that
can walk and see. As far as I know,
there isn't any physical disability
that would prevent a student from
attending Dordt."

The Wheelchair lift makes it possible for
those who use wheelchairs to have complete access to the Science Building.

the professors," says Van Essen.
The Student Affairs Office has
had long-range planning meetings
with Social Science Division
members to share resources and
to provide solutions to some of the
problems disabled students face.
In spite of an effort to improve
attitudes within the community
and at Dordt toward disabled persons, attitudes can still be a problem. Empathy and acceptance
still need to be improved. "This is
new to Dordt students," said Van
Essen. "I think that disabled persons are warmly received here,
though."
Van Essen says that meetings

DISCOVER ENGINEERING
~

with the parents of disabled
students
can
be helpful.
Sometimes outside resources
(federal funding for equipment,
transportation
and vocational
rehabilitation) may be available.
The few barriers that exist on campus for a student who uses a
wheelchair,
for example, are
clearly explained to the parents, so
that no misconceptions about the
campus exist.
However, if more disabled
students attend Dordt, more
physical changes to the campus
may have to be made. For example,
enormous scheduling problems
would arise if twenty students who
use wheelchairs enrolled at Dordt
and had classes scheduled for the
second floor of the classroom
building.
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Dena Dykstra makes a call to a prospective student. In the background is Joy Rletema,
also making a call for the admissions office. Both women have spent many evenings on
the phone for Dordt this semester.

Callers reach hundreds of high school students
As part of their work-study assignment, six girls have been hired by the
Admissions Office to spend five hours per week calling prospective
students for the coming year.
The girls, who were chosen from a group of twelve for their ability to
think on their feet and carry on a warm conversation, spend two and a
half hours per night twice a week calling people whose names were obtained through admissions personnel contacts, personal inquiries, lists
of Christian high school students, and pastor's lists.
After a call is made, the caller writes up a short note describing the
response, information needed, or questions to be answered by one of the
admissions counselors. This approach, says Mike Epema, Associate
Director of Financial Aid and coordinator of the program, allows his office to answer additional questions students may have had after speaking with a recruiter, and it makes contacts more immediate and personal.
Although it is too early to tell what concrete results the- phone calls
will have on next year's enrollment, Epema is very enthusiastic about the
response so far; most people called have expressed appreciation for the
information they have received.

AdmissionsOffice to host high school
principals and guidance counselors

The character of our world is increasingly being altered
and redefined by modern technology. Modern technology
is not a blind force independent of mankind, but is rather
an area of human activity to which God calls man in order
to develop and care for his creation. At Dordt we are very
concerned that Christian young people have the opportunity to answer that call by more completely understand·
ing modern technology. At Dordt a student may choose
from eight different programs of study in engineering
leading to the bachelor's degree. For the student with the
proper high school preparation, these programs can be
completed in four years.

CALL or WRITE:
Director of Admissions
Dordt College
Sioux Center, IA 51250
Call 712/722-6080

~~ DORDTCOWGE

On April 26 and 27, 1985, Dordt
will hold its annual Principal!
Guidance Counselor Day. As in
past years, the Admissions Office
is inviting all schools within a 250
mile radius of Sioux Center to send
their principals and guidance
counselors to visit the campus.
Howard Hall, Director of, Admissions, feels these visits are
beneficial for helping high school
personnel counsel their students
in choosing a college.
While here, the visitors meet
with various people, attend chapel,
tour campus, eat meals together,
and most importantly, confer with
students who graduated from their
high schools. These discussions,
in which students share impressions of college and suglLestipns
on how high school can better

prepare students for college, are
an important part of the day and
give very specific information to
principals and counselors.
In addition to local high schools,
Dordt each year invites a few
schools from farther away. Last
year the Admissions
Office
brought in two schools from
Ontario and one from Washington.
This year they are inviting one each
from Michigan, Canada, Arizona,
and California.
Although details will be forthcoming later this spring, for more
information write:
Mr. Howard Hall
Director of Admissions
Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
VOICE, Page 3
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- a closer look at the academic departments
semester internship in Washington, DC, offers
an important opportunity for Christian students
to reflect on the insights they have gained
through Dordt's political science program as
they work in the highly political environment of
our .nation's capitol. Seminars and courses
taught by ASP professors complement and expand the goals and teaching of the program
here at Dordt.
In addition, Dordt has maintained close ties
with the Association for Public Justice (APJ),
an organization committed to developing a
Christian
presence
in
politics. James Skillen, executive
director,
researcher, and strategist for
the association, formerly
taught political science at
Dordt and retains the position of adjunct professor.
This arrangement allows
Dordt to draw on Skillen's
experience and expertise in political science
and politics.
Presently Dordt's political science faculty includes
Mr. Donald King and Dr. Rockne
Part of pre-electron activities for the Political Science Club was a mock debate. At right, Enno Meijers presents his
McCarthy.
version of Walter Mandale's viewpoints on issues. Bob Wiersma played the part of Ronald Reagan.
Donald E. King studied at
Gordon College, a Christian liberal arts institution
in Massachusetts, where
he first encountered a
distinctly reformed view of
An election year is a great boon to any political science club and students from Northpolitics. Following college,
political science department. With relatively lit- western College in Orange City, Iowa, drove
he spent a year as managtie effort, political science students and most around to each precinct in Sioux County gathering editor of two Christian
of the campus can become concretely involved ing election results for the News Election Sermagazines in California
in the political process.
vice (NES). NES acts as a consultant for ABC,
and then resumed his
Dordt's political science department and' CBS, NBC, AP, and UPI. Students called the instudies at Tufts University
club eagerly jumped into the action this fall. 'formation in to Dallas headquarters, using a in Boston. He is currently working on a doctoral
Already at theiftcode to identify themselves.
dissertation on the influence of Evangelical
booth on Club,
An especially interesting activity was the
Christianity on the Presidency of Jimmy Carter.
Day, seasoned staging of a debate between Ronald Reagan
For over a decade he has been affiiiated with
members put on (alias Bob Wiersma, a senior from Grand the Association for Public Justice, including
a push for new Rapids, MI) and Walter Mondale (alias Enno several summers' work with James Skillen and
members. With Miejers, a fifth year student from Sioux Center). Rockne McCarthy. His professional interests
swelled
ranks Members of Professor Donald King's "Parties,
are In the areas of the Presidency, electoral
they began plans Elections, and Voting Behavior" class divided
politics, and public policy. He is a member of
for non-partisan fall political activities. They set into two groups to form the Republican and the Center for the Study of the Presidency and
up a voter registration table in the SUB, en- Democratic parties. Each group then re- the Policy Studies Organization. In addition to
couraging students who had not already searched the issues in the campaign and the teaching, King is the Pre-Law advisor and has
registered to do so before the election. Three stance of each candidate. In an article in the
been providing KDCR with political analysis of
hundred students registered as a result of this Diamond, Dordt's student newspaper, Wiersma current events.
effort. Two weeks before the election, the club said, "By doing research we found that neither
Rockne M. McCarthy
led a chapel service discussing Christian candidate exemplified what a good, Reformed
studied at Grinnel College,
political responsibility. On election day the Christian should believe in. We found inconGrinnel,
IA; Covenant
club ran a shuttle service to and from polling sistencies on the issues of world peace, aborTheological
Seminary,
booths in Sioux Center to further encourage. tion, and other areas."
St. Louis, MO; and St. Louis
voting.
Getting students involved in politics during
University, St. Louis. His
The highlight of the activities took place on an election is relatively easy work. Though the
doctoral dissertation, comelection night when members of Dordt's political science department enthusiastically
pleted in 1971, was titled,
.
.
encourages such activity, their program at"The Presbyterian Church
tempts to make students daily aware of the
Crosses the Mississippi:
political dimension of creation. Through course
The Life and Ministry of
work, discussions, and lectures, the program Salmon Giddings." Since then McCarthy has
aims to help students see and respond to their taught history and political science at Trinity
responsibilities as Christian citizens. By explor- Christian College and Dordt College, with one
ing biblical norms for justice as they apply to a year at the Calvin Center for Christian Scholarvariety of levels of government, students ship, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI, and one
develop the tools to evaluate current issues year as a National Endowment for the
from a Christian perspective.
Humanities Fellow-in-Resident at the UniversiIn the "Introduction to Political Science"
ty of Iowa, Iowa City, IA. Currently he is procourse, for example, students confront the fessor of political science and Coordinator of
critically important issue of nuclear war. They the Studies Institute at Dordt.
examine the diversity of responses from within
McCarthy was a founding member of NACPA,
the Christian community in order to develop the National Association for Political Action, a
their own Christian political consciousness.
group organized to present -a Christian witness
To better prepare students as Christian_ in politics. Since its change to the Association
citizens, Dordt has recently adopted a political
for Public Justice, he has served as a national
science minor so that students interested in board member actively involved in programs
political journalism or one of many other and policy setting.
specialized concentrations may be better
McCarthy has published articles in several
equipped to enter their chosen profession. This Christian publications, and has co-authored
revision allows students to specialize in two two books, Society, State, and Schools: A Case
areas without ruling out other electives. Cur- for Structural and Confessional Pluralism, and
Bob Wiersma phones in the election results of Hawarden,
rently students interested in political science Disestablishment a Second Time: Genuine
IA. Political science students were responsible for making
can choose from fourteen different courses Pluralism for American Schools, which have
sure all Sioux County election results were called into
national headquarters.
ranging from political theory to public policy.
been published by Wm. B. Eerdmans.
VOICE, Page 4
The American Studies Program (ASP), a

Fall semester political science activities
focused on the 1984 elections

Political
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The Veldhuisens:
A family committed
to Christian education
"Dordt is almost a family place
for us," says Alice Veldhuisen,
from Emo, Ontario, in her sparkling, clipped way. "It seems someone in the family has always been
going back and forth to Dordt."
Over the past thirteen years,
eleven Veldhuisens have attended
Dordt College. Alice, a senior
education major, is the tenth child
in a family
of fifteen.
She
vividly remembers driving down
from Emo for her oldest sister
Margaret's graduation in 1975. Sixteen Veldhuisens
piled into the
family station wagon and truck and
traveled ten hours to share the excitement of the event. Since then
all but one of the twelve out of high
school have spent at least one year
at Dordt.
The Veldhuisens grew up on a
dairy farm in the wilderness bush
of northern Ontario. Emo is a little
town of 1000 people midway between
Thunder
Bay
and
Winnipeg-250
miles from each.
Although Emo has one Christian
Reformed Church, there are no
Christian schools close enough for
the Veldhuisens to attend. For that
reason, Alice says, her parents
have strongly
encouraged
their
children to spend at least one year
at Dordt, living and studying in a
Christian school community.
For several of the family the stay
was fairly brief. Gary and Richard
went into carpentry after a year
here; Nico and Gerald joined their
father on the farm. Marianne and
Joanne spent two years here and
now live in Emo and Edmonton,
respectively. Diane came for one
year, then trained as an RN, and
now works in Thunder Bay. Joyce
is helping out at home after one
year, and Peter, Anita, and Wilma
have one, three, and four years to
decide whether Dordt will boast
fourteen Veldhuisens on its rolls.
Margaret ('75) and Grace ('79)
both majored in education
and

taught elementary
school. They
and their families
now live in
southwestern Ontario.
For Alice, the four years spent at
Dordt have been a time for growth
and reflection. She appreciates the
Christian environment, she says,
maybe a little more than some who
have grown up in Christian schools
and tend to take Christian teachers
and friends for granted. But there
is something else, she says intently. "It's easier here; you don't
struggle so much to be distinctive
as a Christian, because everyone
around you is a Christian."
At
home her mother had always encouraged her children to show
their Christianity by the way they
acted. Now, she feels, it takes a
conscious effort to remember that
in the comfortabieness
of her
Christian environment. "It's a little
thing," she says, "but something I
keep thinking about."
Alice
looks
back enthusiastically on her four years at Dordt as
a time of many new experiences
and of meeting many new people.
She also looks forward to going
back to Canada next year, enriched
by her time here.

Before the students head back to Dordt Monday morning, Mrs. Veldhuisen, right, braids
daughter Alice's hair. French-braided hair is a tradition among Veldhuisen women.

ThanksgiVing at Veldhuisens' is a Dordt tradition
Somebody once told me that if I
ever went to Emo, Ontario, I should
stay
with
the
Veldhuisens.
Although I never really understood
why, this past Thanksgiving break I
had the opportunity
to find out
what makes their home so attractive to Dordt students.
If I had to describe my visit to
the Veldhuisen farm in one word, it
would have to be "welcomed."
From the moment all four of us
students walked in the door to the
moment we left, we all felt at
home. I don't mean that their home
reminded me of my own, although,
I too, was raised in a Dutch-

Just after chores and before Sunday evening worship

services the Veldhulsens and their
Thanksgiving guests dine together.

Canadian household. A definite difference existed between my home
and theirs.
Visitors
quickly
discover
the
strong sense of routine that exists
at the Veldhuisens. Vacation or no
vacation, Dordt student or not, we
were up at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast
every day. This
formal,
early
breakfast was not something I was
used to, but I found myself enjoying the idea of being out of bed
early, ready to face a long day with
a full stomach.
Indeed, the days were long, filled
with many activities that were new
to a misplaced
cityslicker
like
myself. For example, the idea of
making my own butter had never
even entered my mind before. But
at the Veldhuisens, a gallon jar of
fresh cream is transformed every
week into delicious
homemade
butter. We students spent an interesting hour watching the butter
being made. We had never seen
that before and Mr. Veldhuisen
went to great lengths explaining
the process to us.
During our busy days we spent a
lot of time hiking through the Emo
"bush."
We paid a visit to the
"rock" (a large rocky hill by the
" a bit, of Veldhuisen
farm) and saw

,

-,

history. The toboggan path that
had been cleared by the elder
children made our hearts drop. It
was so steep that we wondered
why none of the fifteen children in
the family had ever killed themselves going down it. None of us
were willing to risk it!
We usually timed our arrival
back at the house to coincide with
tea time. Trooping in after hiking
in the bush or swinging in the
hayloft, we could always count on
hot tea or coffee being ready for
us. Later in the afternoon we would
do with
ourselves
what
we
pleased. Alice told us to "just be at
home," so we did. Sometimes we'd
grab the Super Quiz game and sack
out on the couch, reading questions back and forth; some of us
took naps or did homework. It was
a comfortable time.
But life at the Veldhuisens isn't
always this relaxed. Sunday was
the last Sunday of November, a
predetermined date on which every
Veldhuisen
in the area comes
"home" with an army of kids. So on
Saturday night there were potatoes
to be peeled and cakes and pies to
be baked. After supper the kitchen
Continued
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""",hands had been involved, all of the glad that some Dordt hockey
(Continued)
tood turned out beautifully and players had filtered in sometime
wa-;;'q\jickly gobbled up by the 23 during the day when we heard Mrs.
was crowded, everyone laughing Alice and Joyce were doing dishes, relatives horne for lunch on Sun- Veldhuisen say, "And I don't want
any leftovers." We ate, and we ate
and working. While Rob and Martin and I was learning how to make a day.
well.
.
In the afternoon everyone was
"started in a contest to see who "super pie crust" from the superior
We
had
planned
on
leaving for
could ice his cake better, Frank baker himself. Surprisingly, con- free to go his or her own way. I
Dordt
at
11:00
on
Monday
morning.
thought
that
since
I
was
on
a
dairy
was boasting of his baking skills. sidering how many inexperienced
Mrs.
Veldhuisen
quickly
washed
all
farm, I should try my hand at milkof
our
barn
clothes
and
pulled
out
a
ing. At first I was quite nervous,
considering the fact that I wasn't guest book for us to sign. Our
raised on a farm and had barely names followed a long list of
Dordt
students.
I
stepped in a barn before. But after previous
Nico explained the process to me, I . wondered if they had had as
caught on quickly and enjoyed rewarding an experience in Emo as
myself. That evening there were six I. I assumed by the comments in
extra pairs of hands in the barn, so the guest book that they had.
the [ob went quickly. I was amazed When 11:30 a.m. rolled around,
at the amount of milk one cow Mrs. Veldhuisen sent us on our
could give and I found myself way home with ciean clothes, a
wishing that I had tried my hand at bag of homemade cheese buns
milking the first day, so I could and a warm, satisfied feeling in us.
Even if we would never return to
have helped every night.
Emo, we knew we·would always be
Sunday evening after milking,
we were called to the supper table welcomed at the Veldhuisen's
and faced a mountain of buns, farm..
A cake decorating contest spiced up an evening at the Veldhuisens. Here (left to right)
Phyllis Meijers
enough to feed an army. We were

Thanksgiving at Veldhuisens

Martin Folkerts,

Rob Visser, Benjamin

and Thea De Groot make art of bare cakes.

The number of local Dordt alumni organizations increases
As Dordt College grows, its pool may be coming to the area.
Dordt graduates in Lynden,
of alumni also grows. President
John B. Hulst, in his meetings with Washington, met on September 15
alumni in different parts of the to organize as a local chapter. They
country, speaks of Dordt as not hope to become a support grouR.
only growing but also growing up for each other, keeping fresh the
and maturing. This is true of Reformed perspective they gained
Dordt's facilities, administration, while in college and cultivating a
faculty,
academic
prourarn, growing Christian vision in their
lives. As a local chapter they feel
perspective, outreach projects,
they
have a better structure in
and also its alumni.
which
to meet together socially
In the past few months and
and
keep
informed about Dordt
years, several
local alumni
organizations have spring up in dif- College.
President Hulst will meet with
ferent parts of the country. In Pella,
lA, a loosely structured group coor- alumni in at least ten more comdinated by a steering committee munities during this academic
year. We encourage you to plan to
schedules frequent meetings,
often drawing on professors from attend a meeting scheduled for
Dordt to lead educational meetings your area as Dr. Hulst shares how
Dordt is growing and maturing as a
in their community. Their aim isto
promote and keep alive the Chris- Christian college.
Following is a list of the places
tian perspective they found at
are already
Dordt. In the past month the group where meetings
sponsored a public reading with planned:
English
protessor
James C.
Sumas,WA
Schaap reading some of his fic- Jan.13
Los Angeles area
Jan.16
tion.
Hanford,CA
In western Michigan, a group of Jan. 20
British Columbia
alumni gather regularly to keep in March 3
British Columbia
contact, raise funds for an alumni March 5
Hudsonville, Ml
scholarship, and, when possible, May 17
schedule faculty speakers who

-

Natural Science Alumni form
support group
On November 20, several former
natural science students from
Dordt met at the college to adopt a
Statement of Purpose for organiz~ ing the Dordt Alumni for Excellence in the Sciences.
In the past few years natural
science
alumni
from many
geographic areas and a wide range
of classes have expressed special
interest in supporting the programs that laid the foundation for
their present work. Thankful for the
quality education they received at
Do'rd t , these
enthusiastic
graduates are committed to providing an even better opportunity
for futu re students.
A quality natural sciences program needs competent faculty, entfiustestlc students, and excellent
facilities. As a support group, the
new organization hopes to find
: SPECTRUM,
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ways to encourage good students
to enroll at Dordt by passing on information to the Admissions Office. Members of the group could

Peter Wu ('84) experiments with a microprocessor in the electronics lab of the
engineering department.

Western Michigan Report
In western Michigan, we have been having "Dordt get·togethers"
for several years. These gatherings have provided an opportunity for
Dordt graduates who are at Calvin Seminary or living in the Grand
Rapids area to spend more time sharing memories of our days in
college and bringing each other up to date on what has happened in
our lives since leaving Sioux Center. They were fun times and
generated a lot of interest.
Because of this interest some of us felt the need for more regular
meetings and possibly some activities that went beyond fun and
good times, although we certainly didn't want to give those up! A
steering committee was formed in 1979 to begin a more structured
• Dordt awmm .-gaoi,zation tAat. would pull people in from a broader
geographic area.
In October 1982, we organized, adopted a constitution and bylaws and established a separate scholarship organization to provide
scholarships for Dordt students from western Michigan. Both the
Alumni and the Scholarship Fund are actively involved in keeping
alive the spirit of Christian camaraderie we all found at Dordt.
We try to have at least two meetings per year. One of these is
planned to involve families and usually includes a "pot-providence"
dinner, The other is usually more educational, often a banquet with
a speaker who is somehow connected with Dordt College.
This year we are providing two scholarships to students from our
area. Julie Van Gernert from Kalamazoo Christian High and Evelynn
Spykman from Grand Rapids Christian High have each received
$400 toward their tuition.
If you live in the west Michigan area and want to get more Involved in any of the projects of the alumni association, contact one
of the following people: Dan Holwerda, ('81) Grand Rapids; Mick
Knierim, ('71) Grand Rapids; Dave Gritter, ('79) Holland; Jim
Schippers, ('70) Holland; or the Alumni Office, Dordt College.
Mick Knierim

also help identify potential faculty,
provide leads on specialized lab instruments or matching corporate
funds, or help raise scholarship
money as part of the Heritage 21
Campaign.
An important secondary goai of
the organization will be to increase
communication between natural
science alumni. The group hopes
to establish a means of sharing
their work, research, and activities,
possibly through a regular column
in Spectrum.
Any Dordt alumnus with a
degree or interest in the natural
sciences is eligible to join the support group. Affairs will be conducted through a leadership com-·
mittee consisting of two parts, a
five member executive committee
of "local" graduates and five corresponding members who will be
consulted by phone and letter.

For the coming year, four
members of the local ad hoc committee, which has done much of
the organization
groundwork,
agreed to continue serving as the
executive committee. Del Vander
Zee ('66),Allen Kramer ('67), Dwight
Bakker ('68), and Beth (Woltersom)
Brand ('78) will be looking for one
more member and contacting
others who might be willing to
serve as corresponding members.
An immediate priority for the
committee will be to compile a
directory of all natural science
alumni. A mailing or telethon is
tentatively planned for the spring
of 1985.
For information about the group
contact:
Alumni Director
Dordt College
Sioux Center,.IA 51250

....o'From DALE
!
o

the alumni association. They a e
proposing a revision of th~onstitution so that the- ·tiaard will
better represent alffmnl and alumni groups throughout the U.S.and
Canada.The new constitution will
outline alumni programs and encourage graduates to organize into geographic and academic
discipline chapters. After the
implementation of these new
policies, you should become
more familiar with how your
association operates and what
opportunities exist for you.

cently established
a formal
organization to encourage better
contact between them and the
college. This group has potential
as a model; everything possible
will be done to encourage similar
growth from other alumni groups.
Homecoming

---I....-~~
:1..~

Dale Walvort is the Alumni Director at Dordt College.

Important things have been
happening in Dordt College's
alumni association during the last
four months. These developments will mold the future of the
relationship between Dordt and
its alumni, and I'm excited to be
able to tell you about them. I'll
highlight a few, and you'll be able
to read more in articles that
follow.
A committee composed of
alumni board representatives,
faculty, and staff is nearly finished studying the present constitution, board, and activities of

The alumni committee plans to
set a regular time for homecoming. In the past, we have tried to
piggyback homecoming
with
some activity such as Tri-State
Teachers Convention to make the
festivities accessible to more
Alumni groups
people. Although there were
Alumni often feel a bond to the some advantages to this, we have
department and to the classmates decided for the future to choose a
with whom they studied while at regular weekend, probably early
Dordt. These alumni are in- in February, so that you as alumni
terested not only in preserving can plan accordingly. We're also
Dordt's Reformed heritage but working to establish a homecomalso in seeing the college con- ing tradition that includes the
community,
tinue to provide excellence in whole college
Christian higher education in students, faculty, and staff as
well as alumni. Our hope is to
their discipline.
Currently,
business administration, social demonstrate the broad range of
work and music alumni have set activities going on here at the college as we bring alumni together.
up alumni groups.
For this year, homecoming will
Natural sciences alumni re-

Alumni contributions
to Fall Foundation Drive
increase significantly

,,'
~

Fall Foundation

Drive funds help pay general operating

expenses:

health insurance, utilities, supplies, and salaries for
professors

and staff.

1984 Fall Foundation Drive donations have been arriving steadily in
the deveiopment office maii.
Alumni donations are playing an
important part in reachihg .this
year's goal of $275,000.
Alumni financial support is
becoming an increasingly important part of Dordt's contribution
budget. In last year's drive, alumni
contributed 12% of the total gifts;
so far this year, alumni gifts account for 19% of the gifts received.
The following table shows the
progress of this year's drive based
on ciasses of graduates. Approximately 55% of the gifts we have
received have been processed.
If you haven't sent in your gift,
please do so today.

be held on February 9. Please see
the ad in this issue for specific information and then plan to join us
for a time of fun and fellowship.
Hulst meets alumni
.Alumni activity is moving offcampus, too. Dr. John Hulst plans
to meet alumni in ten locations
this school year, making a total of
26 'such meetings in the last two
years. Other Dordt staff also meet
with alumni when their traveling
schedules permit. The Grand
Rapids alumni chapter holds
regular meetings, and alumni
from Pella and Lynden recently
established chapters. This continued interaction will provide
Dordt with valuable input to help
the college better serve its
alumni. .
.
As you can see, much has been
going on. I can confidently say
that steady progress is being
made toward the kind of alumni
association that will better serve
both alumni and the college. I'm
looking forward to telling you
more good news in the next
Spectrum.

Class
Year

Number
of Alumni

1959
1960
1961
1962
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985

35
55
61
67
90
149
164
166
196
212
236
259
325
317
334
339
329
293
364
348
305
466
458
479
421
171
6691

Alumni! Plan now to attend
the

Sally Jongsma, editor
Deb Maatman, photographer and
assistant editor
Date Walvort, Alumni Director
Lyle A. Gritters, Vice President for
Development

Spouse's Name
Alumnus? 0
LClass Year

Publications Council
Abraham Bos
David Campbell
Howard Hall
Rockne McCarthy
Quentin Van Essen
Randal Vander Mey
Delmar Vander Zee

Free Films for the kids after the meal!

_

Alumni Choir Concert in the Chapel Building

70.00
140.00
357.50
205.00
525.50
1075.50
895.00
1255.50
996.50
590.50
859.50
980.00
1138.00
1880.00
873.00
1394.50
931.00
1034.00
2519.00
1113.00
987.00
1310.50
1062.00
1086.50
653.00
240.50
$24,373.00

Editorial Committee

~----------------

7:30 p.m.

$

-

'.

Festivities Include: ,
12:30 p.rn.
Alumni vs. Men's JV Basketball Team
2:30 p.rn.
Men's Varsity Basketball Team VS. Dakota State
special half-time entertainment for alumni
Alumni Banquet at the West Commons
5:00 p.rn.
Dordt Alumni
Prices: Adults-$2.75, Children ages
Complimentary Pass
6-10-$1.90, Children under 6":"free
to
Homecoming 1985, Feb. 9
Banquet Entertainment Includes a Trivia Contest
and Theatre Arts Department Skits
Dordt vs. Dakota State

_

$ 500
600
700
800
1000
1600
1700
1700
1900
2000
2200
2300
2800
2600
2700
2600
2500
2100
2500
2300
2000
2900
2700
2400
;800
500
$50,000

The Spectrum is the official al~~ni
publication
of Dordt coneqe.. .rhe
Spectrum is published twice a year, in
December and June, to inform alumni
about events occurring at Dordt Colleg~ and about what is happening in
the lives of their fellow alumni.

1985 -HOMECOMING.

Name
Alumnus? 0
Class Year

Received
To Date

1984
Goal

I-

The Alumni Choir, under the direction of Dale
Grotenhuis, will sing.
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Gail Jansen: lawyer
Bringingthe Word of Peace through reconciliation
Concern for justice has long
been a focus for Gail (Stockmeier)
Jansen's energy. While at Dordt,
she eagerly tackled issues about
which she felt s"trongly by writing
articles in the Diamond or taiking
with others. Today she continues
that effort through her work as an
attorney in Tucson, Arizona.
Immediately after her graduation
in 1974, Gaii married ciassmate
Harvey Jansen ('74) and moved to
Tucson. She spent three years at
the University of Arizona College
of Law and graduated in 1977 with
a Juris Doctor degree. Now ten and
a half years later, Gail has a private
law practice; Harvey Is a Certified
Public Accountant and a partner in
the firm Greer, Martensen, Jansen
& Kennedy; and they have two
sons, Aaron Matthew, 5, and Mark
Daniel, 3.
Gail's interest 'in history and
politics while at Dordt led her
toward a career in law. "My ex-

=

__

who
have personal,
marital,
familial, employment, or other problems. Although they don't typically trust lawyers very much, they
usually come because they don't
know what else to do.
Instead of being simpiy a clever,
intimidating
fighter, Gail, as a
Christian lawyer, sees her work as

The emphasis on
reconciliation is a
crucial one in Gail's
practice.'
perlences at Dordt with NACPA
(National Association for Christian
Political Action-a
forerunner of
the Association for Public Justice),
various professors,
books, and
other students gave me a concern
to promote justice," she said. "I
also enjoyed talking and writing,
and those skills are essential to
being a lawyer."
For the first three years after law
school, she worked as a trial at.'
torney, prosecuting criminal cases
in the Pima County Attorney's
Office and in the Tucson City Prosecutor's
Office.
In 1980, she
opened a private practice. Her
work now Includes probate, estate
planning, family law, juvenile law,
landlordltenant,
criminal
misdemeanors, personal injury, guardlanships, and conservatorships.
Gai I shares office space with
three other Christian lawyers. She
is thankful for that opportunity
because her Christianity plays a
primary role in her daily work. As a
Christian lawyer her goal is to help
clients reconcile their differences,
restore damaged relationships,
show mercy to each other, and
work to prevent future disputes.
Sometimes, she says, those goals
are reached by "winning a case";
more often they require negotiation.
The emphasis on reconciliation
is a crucial one in Gail's practice.
Because her practice is generai,
she deals primarily with people

- - - SPECTRUM,
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Gail Jansen

an important opportunity to bring
the Word of P..eace to clients by
pointing them toward reconciliation. By taking the time to talk with
her clients about their problems,
she helps many of them see the
need to approach the Christian
Conciliation Service for an out-ofcourt resolution.
For example, concerning marital
disputes, which comprise a large
percentage of her case load, Gail
says, "Many attorneys in divorce
cases see their role as that of a
technician who mechanically carries out the legal steps necessary
to achieve the dissolution of the
marriage. I find that clients with
marital disputes need a lot of compassion and understanding from
an attorney and need to be encouraged to pursue all avenues of
reconciliation."
For Gail personally, this also means that she
does not represent petitioners in
divorce actions unless there are
Biblical grounds for a divorce. She
has,
on
the
other
hand,
represented
numerous unwilling
respondents in divorce actions.
In many of these cases, Gail
feels being a woman attorney is an
asset. Women compose nearly 60
percent of her clientele and a
majority of them, she believes, retain her services because they
think a female will understand their
feelings and be better able to em-

high priority," says Gail, "because
they give me a framework for
analysis and for how I conduct my
practice. They help me to be
distinctively
Christian In what I

do."

Gail's commitment to her family
is
as strong as that to her work.
pathize with them than a male atWhen
her oldest son was nine
torney. In the area of family law
months
old, she decided to begin a
women feel freer with her to
private
practice
so that she would
discuss adultery, incest, and the
have
the
flexibility
she needed to
way it feels to be a displaced
spend
enough
time
with him._She
homemaker than they might with a
now
spends
Monday
through
man. Since communication is such
Thursday
at
her
office
for
about
an important part of resolving proseven
and
a
half
hours,
usually
blem situations,
this, openness
coming home for lunch. The blessing of dedicated Christian women
who came into their home to
babysit,
a lifestyle
of shared
household responsibilities,
and a
husband whose career has many
parallels to hers, has made the
situation work well, she says.
"There seem to be few role
models in the Christian community
for mothers of young children who
work out of the home not because
they financially must, but because
they feel called of God to do it. I
think that home and career can be
balanced through careful planning
and the support of your husband."
There is no doubt that this kind
of Iifestyle
demands a lot of
energy, Gall says, but she finds
that she is able to leave her work
responsibilities
at the office and
concentrate totally on her family
when at home. Because she is her
own boss, she can take time from
work for children's
school activities,
swimming
lessons,
illnesses, and family vacations.
Church activities are also an important part of Gail's life. As a
member of the Bethel Christian
Reformed Church in Tucson, she
accompanies
the choir,
plays
often helps a client reach a deciorgan, and leads a Bible study
sion on how to proceed.
_group.
These actions point to a larger
concern of Gail's that people see
law as God's way of ordering
societal
relationships.
Although
There seem to be few
law can be and has been abused,
role models in the
Gail wants to do her part to
upgrade the image of attorneys as
peacemakers and advocates working to bring order out of chaos.
To share these
ideals
and
receive the Input and support of
other
Christians,
she devotes

•

Christian community
for mothers of young
children who work out
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some of her time to Christian - I
organizations committed to promotlng justice in our society. She
currently serves as treasurer of the
Tucson chapter of the Christian
'
Legal Society, which is striving to
Gail's
experiences
at Dordt
be a legal resource for Christians
helped
her
understand
what it
in Tucson on such issues as
means
to
be
living
in
Christ's
religious freedom and family law.
Kingdom.
"I
was
convicted
of the
As president of the Board of Chriscommand
to
be
a
Christian
in
whattian
Conciliation
Service
of
ever
I
set
myself
to
do.
Loving
and
Southern
Arizona,
Gali works
serving
Christ
is
the
purpose
of
my
closely with other lawyers to try to
life,
and
Dordt
showed
me
how
to
reconcile disputes between Chrisaccomplish
that
purpose-in
my
law
tians along the lines suggested by
Matthew 5 and 1 Corinthians 6. Her career as well as In my personal
work as secretary of the board of life. I believe that education at a
Christian college is invaluable, and
the Association for Public Justice
I am very thankful for the direction
(APJ) keeps her closely in touch
my
life received at Dordt."
with other Christians concerned
with the implications
of God's
justice upon human relationships,
government, and the legal system.
"I give these organizations a
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Sylvan Gerritsma

arrives home after another day on the road.

Toolman Sylvan Gerritsma:
Building trust in business
Down
the
streets
of St.
Catharines,
Ontario,
cruises
a
bright orange truck with a large
wrench and the word TOOLMAN
painted diagonally on its fourteen
foot side. The small letters in the
bottom
right
hand
corner
elaborate: Automative Tools.
Tooiman
Sylvan
Gerritsma
graduated from Dordt in 1968.
Although he didn't anticipate being a tool salesman at that time,
growing up on the family sawmill
in Sioux
Center and working
closely with his father instilled in
him an interest in and appreciation
for tools and anything mechanical.
After two years in Vietnam and
one in Toronto working as the promotional director for the Institute
for Christian Studies, Syl married
Karen Krygsheld and moved to
St. Catharines where Karen taught
fifth grade. Searching for a job
there, he answered an ad in the

businessman is a single calling for
Syl; to a Christian businessman,
customer
relationships,
service,
profit margin, and the kind of tools
he stocks are all important concerns.
"I want fundamentally to undercut the notion that the marketplace
is an area of competing interests in
which the seller is out to maximize
his selt-lnterest at the expense of
the buyer and vice versa." Such an
attitude, says Syl, cannot build
trust, and trust is crucial to a
healthy business relationship.
Establishing
trust
means
treating a customer with respect
and love. One way Syl tries to do
this is to provide honest, helpful
recommendations about tools to a
customer in a certain situation. An
apprentice, for example, may have
different
needs
and financial
resources than an experienced,
established mechanic. "What do. I

The truck has been outfitted as a traveling tool store
with racks displaying many different items.

newspaper and soon started his
own business as a tool salesman.
Now he spends his days visiting
garages seiling tools to mechanics
and auto body repairmen, doing
some book work, and repairing
tools.
Being fa
Christian
and
a

show him?" Syl asks, himself,
"something that is too 'poor' for
what he needs, or something better than he really needs?" By taking the customer and nts situation
into consideration,
Syl tries to
avoid both ends of this dilemma.
Such
an approach
not only

establishes trust but also provides
an important
service
for the
customer.
Repairing tools, another important aspect of his service, is timeconsuming and not a big moneymaking proposition, yet for Syi it is
a way to integrate
Christian
stewardship into his daily work.
Repairing
a tool that is stili

those years he came to see the
richness and meaning that the
Christian vision gives to life. Being
co-workers
with
Christ
and
stewards of creation gives daily opportunity for Kingdom service.
But this commitment also leaves
him vulnerable.
Customers
will
sometimes casually put off paying
him. Since they know he won't immediately
tighten/ the financial'
screws, they first pay others who
will. Others try to make unfair
demands for service or expect unfair warranties. However, Syl feels
that there is something
in the
nature of the Christian life. that
allows
one to be vulnerable
without being foolish.
"I think it's better to be taken advantage of than to take advantage
of others." Although that casts the
matter as a false dilemma and
neither should occur, the right path
is not always clear. "I would rather
err in the direction of being taken
advantage of than vice versa. To be
honest, though, 1should say that it
doesn't always feel very good.
There are many times when, after
an encounter like that, I feel quite
bitter and vengeful."
Despite those painful situations,
Syl has some reason to believe
that many of his regular customers
do see and often respond positively to the way he runs his
business. Such responses are important for him.
Besides being a businessman,
Syl is a devoted father to his four
children, Rebecca, 9, Steven, 7,
J oya, 3, and Sara, 1. Both he ana
Karen have also been active participants
in the Christian community in St. Catharines, serving
respectively
on the board and
education committee of the local
Christian school. They have contributed many hours to Outreach

I want fundamentally to undercut the notion
that the marketplace is an area of competing
I
interests in which the seller is out to maximize I
his self-Interest at the expense of the buyer
I
and vice versa.
~,
valuable is one way of respecting
both resources and the customer's
pocket book.
Pricing is another challenge.
Because of the size and nature of
his business, Syl probably has
more
flexibility
than
other
businessmen
might have. Here,
too, he tries to consider
the
customer as a person. In most
business transactions, the bigger
and more powerful generally get
the best breaks; Syl tries to give a
break
to
those
who
are
economically strapped. Obviously,
this is a touchy approach and difficult to take without being considered unfair or discriminatory.
Nevertheless he feels called to try
as honestly as he can.
Although
Syl doesn't' foresee
having to deal with the "problem"
of large profits,
that
too is
something
he's thought
about.
Should he expand the business,'
adopt a higher lifestyle, invest outside the business, give more in
charitable donations, cut prices?
The answers to these questions
are not cut and dried, Syl believes,
and need to be considered in light
of our commitment to love the Lord
and our neighbors.
Syl credits his college years at
Dordt for his commitment to root
his daily work in his faith. ·During

Niagara, a local Christian community action group. Syl currently
serves as an elder at Trinity Christian
Reformed
Church
in St.
Catharines and as president of the
national board of the Christian
Labour Association of Canada. He
also strongly supports other Christian organizations that are working
to establish a Christian presence
in society.
In these endeavors, too, Sylvan
cites many college courses and his
interaction with professors as the
spark that set his life on fire. The
realization that Christianity effects
not only his faith life and moral
behavior, 'says Sylvan, but also the
way he runs a business and votes
for officials giyes him an excitlnq
reason to Iive and work.
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Dordt grads teach in China
Split
pants,
public
spitting,
bikes, mantou's, jiaozi's, and rice
are commonplace
in Chinese
culture, but to Dordt graduates
teaching in China, they all mark the
vast differences
between
our
culture and theirs.
In the past two years four Dordt
students have had opportunity to
experience
these
cultural
differences by living in the People's
Republic
of China,
teaching
English
language
courses
to
Chinese students. Last year Ena
Kaastra
('83) spent
one year
teaching
at Xinxiang
Teacher's
College in Xinxiang, Henan Province, China. Dennis and Rosemari
Kroll ('84, ex '86) are presently living in Qiqihar, Heilongjiang
Province and teaching at the Qiqihar
Teacher's
College.
Peter
Noteboom
('84)
is currently
teaching at the Hubei Institute of
Finance
and
Economics,
Wuchang, Hubei Province, China.
Ena, Dennis,
and Rosemari
traveled to China as teachers for
the English Language Institutel
China (ELlC), an organization that
sends
Christian
teachers
to
Chinese universities. With the increasing pace of modernization in
China, many colleges and universities are including English as part
of their programs and growing
numbers of Chinese are taking the
initiative
to learn the English
language. To help accommodate
this demand, organizations
such
as ELiC have developed programs
to bring teachers into Chinese
cities and schools.
Into each host institution
ELiC
sends a team composed of an experienced professional teacher of

and medical care benefits from the
host institution, each participant is
responsible
for raising funds to
90ver his or her remaining expenses for the year's stay.
From reports by the three, the
pressures of relocation are well,
worthwhile.
Ena says her experience in China is something she
will never forget. Like the Krolls,
she landed in Beijing and spent
five exciting days meeting officials
and seeing some of China's great
sights;
the Great Wall,
Ming
Tombs, T'ien An Min Square, the
Forbidden City, and the Summer
Palace. From there she took the
train
to Xinxiang,
where city.
leaders met her and her partner,
Suzan Stamper, in Zhou Enlai's old
personal limousine. As the only
whites in the city, they were a
curiosity and were treated royally
-even
if they were sometimes
naively
called
"wie
qou ren"
(foreigner) or "dao bizi" (big nose).
Ena's job at Xinxiang Teacher's
College was to teach Intensive
Reading to third year English
education majors. She had to learn
the hard way how to speak very
slowly. But the students were accommodating
and friendly
and
soon included Ena and Suzan in
their activities.
The Chinese culture is strikingly
different from Western culture, according to Ena. For example, instead
of toilet
training
their
children,
'chinese
mothers
put
their children in split pants. "To
'go to the bathroom'
they just
squat down wherever they are. It
beats changing diapers," said Ena,
"but I don't dare walk barefoot
here." Another reason not to walk

Ena Kaastra (center) assists her Chinese students

English as a Foreign Language
(EFL) and an apprentice teacher,
one who has graduated from college with a major in English. Both
Ena and the Krolls went as apprentice
teachers.
Although
they
receive
housing,
transportation;

with their English language studies.

barefoot in China is that everyone
spits. A commonly accepted practice, spitting- is not unusual to hear
even in the classroom.
In China people bike everywhere, City streets are packed with
bicycles, and one bicycle can carry

a whole family, said Ena. The husband bikes down the street with
his child on the handle bars; the
wife hops on and off the back
fender as she goes down the
streets to do her shopping.
Dennis and Rosemari also went
by train after leaving
Beijing.
Twenty-six hours and lots of corn

Dennis and Rosemari Kroll enjoy the Iowa
summer before leaving- for chilly Qiqihar ..

fields later, they arrived at the
Hubin Hotel in Olqihar, a northern
city in China. They found their living conditions
and classrooms
very pleasant and their students,
all high schooi teachers returning
for two years of additionai training,
very eager to learn.
The week fills up quickly for
Dennis and Rosemari. Each morning they teach language classes
from 8:00 to 11:00; students spend
one hour listening, one hour speaking, and one hour reading and
writing.
During the afternoons,
they assist their senior teacher
with lectures and workshops on
American Culture and Teaching
Methodology. Evenings are usually
free but they stili
keep busy
leading activities like aerobics or
singing,
playing games, having
birthday parties, or entertaining
students in their rooms.
On October
1 the Chinese
celebrated 35 years as the People's
Republic of China. "And boy did
they celebrate,"
said Rosemari.
"Although
the parade in Qiqihar
wasn't as large as the one in
Beijing,
it was certainly
impressive." Most of the students
went home for a few days, and the
Krolls found it exciting
to live
through
one of the Chinese
people's most important celebrations.
October 1st also marked the
beginning
of long
underwear
season
in Qiqihar.
"Everybody
around here looks as if they gained

25 pounds
in the last month
because they've added so many
layers
of clothing,"
writes
Rosemari. And the cold is accom-.
panied by strong winds. "The big
joke around here," she says, "is
that it's windy only two times a
year-however
each 'time' lasts for
six months!"
But Qiqihar is also a place of
great
beauty
and
interest.
Although
the parks are snowcovered now, the big annual icecarving festival will soon be held.
The city of Qiqihar also boasts one
of only two crane observatories in
the world. "The cranes are really
beautiful
and well
protected,"
write
Dennis
and Rosemari,
"since they are a symbol of long
life-as
are sneezes, noodles and
many other things." (In China you
eat noodles instead of birthday
cake on your birthday-for
long
life.)
Peter Noteboom, a business and
philosophy major interested in international
trade, also teaches
English in China, 6ut his sponsoring organization is the Foundation
for East-West Trade Development.
This foundation sends teachers to
China to provide the Chinese with
opportunities
for advanced education and training
in the areas
of technology,
management,
languages, and culture.
At the same time the program offers Americans opportunities
for
advanced education and training in
Chinese
business
practices,
culture, and language, so that persons who work in China or are
deeply interested in China may acquire
greater
competence
and
understanding.
The East-West
Foundation
hopes that through
this program beneficial trade structures and business practices can
be established between China and
the United States.
For all four alumni, the year
spent
in China-replete
with
memories of split pants, spitting,
bicycle riding, playing Uno with
students, and the taste of mantou
(steamed buns) and jiaozi (Chinese
dumplings)-may
well
be the
highlight of their iives.

..

Pete, Noteboom Is te.chlng English
language courses to Chinese graduate
students.
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ALUMNIITEMS_......Kenneth Vander Wal (ex '69) was recently promoted to regional managin,g partner for the
Midwest in the Chicago office of Ernst & Whinney, one of the "Big Eight" public accounting
firms. He also scored the highest mark in the world (87 of a-possible 100) on the 1984 Certified Information Systems Auditor exam, a test for electronic data-processing auditors.
Electronic data processing auditors detect and correct holes in a computer's defense so
that "hackers" can't use a company's computers to raid sensitive data banks. Ken and his
wife, Cindy, have five children and live in Wheaton, IL.
Duane Addink

r
1

)

('71) received his master's

in business

administration

in May 1984 from

Grand Valley State College, Allendale, MI. Duane is employed at Steelcase, in Grand
Rapids, as a senior systems analyst. Kathy (Lyon, ex '72) is a homemaker. The Addinks have
four children, Helene, 12, Scott, 10, Tina, 7, and Sara, 4.
Larry and MarY Jo (Janssen) Louters ('71, '73) are living in Grand Rapids, where Larry accepted a position at Calvin College as associate professor of chemistry. Larry received his
Ph.D. from the University of Iowa in biochemistry. He and Mary Jo have two children,
Lauren, 7, and Jeremy, 4.
Gregg and Cathy (De Jong) De Young ('72, '72) will be spending the next eight months in
India while Gregg studies through the benefits of an NEH grant. Gregg holds a teaching
position at Stonehill College in North Easton, MA, and received his Ph.D. from Harvard.
Steven and Janet (Ooms) Meyers ('72, '72) have moved to Imlay City, MI, where Steve is
administrator and part-time teacher of grades seven and eight at the Imlay City Christian
School. Steve was principal for eight years at Timothy Christian School in Wellsburg, IA.
Mary Poel ('74) has been elected to fellowship in the American Academy of Pediatrics.
Mary is staff pediatrician for Rehoboth McKinley Christian Hospital in Rehoboth, NM. To
qualify as a fellow of the academy, a pediatrician must have been certified as a fullyqualified specialist in the field of child health. Certification requires a minimum of five
years post-medical school experience. Mary and her husband, Rick Kruis ('72) live in Gallup,
NM.

Roy Alden Atwood ('75) received his Ph.D. in mass communications from the University
of Iowa in May 1984. He has joined the faculty of the University of Idaho and teaches journalism.
Mark Vander Hart ('75) has moved to Alton, lA, from Grande Prairie, AB, to teach Old
Testament Biblical studies at Mid-America Reformed Seminary in Orange City, lAo
Bill and Anne Helmus ('76) are living in Papau New Guinea where Bill teaches at
Ukarumpa High School in the Eastern Highlands of Papua. UHS has 200 students, many of
whom are children of Wycliff Bible translators and rnlsslonartes. Recently, Bill was asked to
become assistant principal and guidance counselor for the middle school. Bill teaches
grade eight English, social studies and religious studies, too. Bill and Anne have four!
children, Diana, 5, Sean, 3, Jonathan, 2, and Ryan, six months. The Helmuses plan to stay in
New Guinea until December 1985.
Steve and Sandy (Van Den Berg) Frieswick (ex '79, ex '77) are living in West Australia
where Steve is principal and teacher of grades one through seven in a newly established
Christian school. Sandy is a former kindergarten teacher and now combines homemaking
and writing. The Frieswicks have two children, Daniel Chester, 4, and Rachel-Ann Marie, 1.

_

Dave and Marlyce (Vander Pol) Snyder ('79, '77) are living in Coopersburg, PA. Dave just
completed work on his Ph.D. in philosophy at Rutgers University. His dissertation was
titled "Natural Law and Consent in the Political Philosophy of John Locke: The Religious
Roots of His Thought." Dave is presently visiting lecturer at Rutgers and Marlyce is a fulltime homemaker.
Mark and Rhonda (HUizenga) Vogelzang ('79, '76) have moved to Philadelphia, PA, where
Mark has accepted a position at WHYY-FM as assistant manager for programming. WHYYFM is a National Public Radio affiliate. Mark is responsible for the overall direction of the
station in areas of news and music programming. The Vogelzangs moved from Bowling
Green, KY.
Vonda Bjorklund ('80) received a master's in 1981 from South Dakota State University and
now teaches physical education and coaches women's basketball and tennis at Bethel College, St. Paul, MN.
Leonard and Elaine (Nieuwsma) De Bolster ('80, '80·) are living in Calgary, AB, where
Leonard is interning at a Calgary hospital. He graduated from medical school in Toronto,
ON, in June 1984.
Lavonne Nannenga ('80) is working as department assistant forthe Encyclopaedia Britannica Yearbook Department in Chicago. Lavonne works for seven editors, doing a variety of
secretarial and production tasks.
John Pater ('80) is now field representative for recruitment at The King's College in
Edmonton, AB. His position involves travel throughout western Canada. Since graduating
from Dordt, John worked as a reporter, disc jockey and news anchor for an AM-FM radio
station in Winnipeg, MS.
Kelly Tien ('80) has taken a new job as a senior accountant with Ernst & Whinney in
Des Moines. Jayne (De Bruin, '81) works at Heritage Communications in Des Moines.
Bruce De Boer ('81) graduated fram medical lab specialist training at Keesler AFB, Biloxi,
MS in July 1984.
Corinna Meijers ('82) moved to Edmonton, AB, from Seattle, WA, to become the communication coordinator of The King's College in August, 1984.
Jeff and Susan (Harmsen) Eigenbrood ('83, ex '84) moved to Mason City in July 1984
where Jeff is teaching third and fourth grade at the Mason City Christian School.
Diane Houtsma ('83) moved to Jerome, 10, in January 1984, and is now working in the
laboratory at St. Benedict's Family Medical Center.
Brenda Kuipers ('83) graduated from the University of Nebraska in August 1984 as a
physician's assistant. She interned in Denver, Nebraska and Iowa and is now working in a
clinic in Huxley, IA.
Sherri Veurink ('84·) was named All-American after completing the 3,000 meter run in
09:54:54 at a meet in Charleston, WV, in May. Veurink is the first Dordt woman to be named
All-American. She graduated in May with a secretarial science degree.
"Graduated with a two-year Associate of Arts Degree.

BECOMING
ONE_------Bob Boer ('76) and Lynette Munk were married on October 8, 1983. They are living in
Lynwood, IL, where Bob is a CPA with Dreyer, Ooms and Van Drunen, ltd. in South Holland,
IL. Lynette is a registered nurse at Community Hospital in Munster, IN.
Donna Van Engen ('76) married Philip Hughes on September 3,1983. Donna received her
Ph.D. in organic chemistry from Cornell University in 1981 and is presently employed by
Exxon Research and Engineering Company of Annandale, NJ as a research chemist. Philip,
also a research chemist, works with Ayerst Laboratories, a pharmeceutical company in
Princeton, NJ.
Bev Nikkel ('78) married Jim Van Zee on June 2, 1984. Bev is a secretary at Vermeer
Manufacturing Company in Pella, lA, and Jim farms near Leighton,·IA.
Pete Minnesma ('78) married Rolinda Jager on September 3, 1983. Pete teaches at
London District Christian Secondary School in London, ON, and Rollnda teaches grades
three and four at Immanuel Christian School in Aylmer, ON.
Rena Vander Dussen (ex '80) married Jack Huber on April 23, 1983. They live in Peoria, AZ,
where Rena works at the Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station for Bechtel Construction
Inc.
Cindy Stelpstra ('80) married Henry Eigenbrood.on July 2, 1983. Cindy teaches grades two
and three at Trenton Christian School in Trenton, ON, and Henry operatesa pig and dairy
business with his father and brother.
Vicki De Boer ('80) married Terry Kastein on October 29, 1983. Terry is director of Youth
for Christ in Fond du Lac, WI, and Vicki does substitute teaching and volunteer work for
YFC.
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Valerie Ten Napel ('80) and Dan Westra ('80) were united in marriage on August 4, 1984.
Dan and Val both teach at Oskaloosa Christian School in Oskaloosa, IA.
Dorothy Langbroek ('80) married Robert Birch on November 6, 1982. They live in
Invermere, BC, where they both work as social workers for the British Columbia government.
Judy Vander Kwaak ('80) and John Vander Zwaag (ex '82) were married on July 20, 1984.
They are now living in Langley, BC.
Linda Miedema ('80) and Wisner H. Buckbee Jr. were married on October 14, 1983. They
live in Warwick, NY, where Wisner dairy farms and Linda works as a bookkeeper.
Elizabeth Tiesma (ex '80) and Ted Van Den Tempel were married on June 2, 1984 in
Stratford, ON. They now live in Poole, ON, where they own and operate a dairy farm.
Garret Brouwer ('81) and Wendy Bouwman ('81) were married on July 6, 1984. Garret is
employed by Fraser Nurseries and Wendy teaches at John Knox Christian School in
Burnaby, BC. They live in Surr~y, BC.
Cheryl Buteyn ('81) married Jim Bratt on June 9,1984. Presently, they are living in Lynden,
WA, where Cheryl teaches first grade at Lynden Christian and Jim works as a brick mason.
Deb De Jong ('81) married Paul Lindemulder on September 29, 1984. Paul is an electrical
applications engineer for Joslyn Manufacturing and Supply Company in Chicago. Deb is executive secretary for the Back to God Hour. They reside in Lansing, IL.
Deb Butler ('81) and Ken Petersen ('79) were married on September 9, 1984. Ken is working on his Ph.D. in biology at Iowa State University, and Deb is working as a secretary at the
university. The Petersens live in Stony City, IA.
Barb Tinklenberg ('81) and Phil Bootsma were married on July 27, 1984. Barb is teaching
at Sibley Christian School in Sibley, lA, and Phil is farming.
Deb Fischer ('82) married Sid Sandbulte on March 21, 1982. Deb works in the personnel
department at K-Products in Orange City and Sid works at the Farmer's Coop in Sioux
Center, lAo The Sanbultes live in Sioux Center, IA.
Dan Kroeze ('83) and Linda Kroon ('82) were married on June 29,1984. They both teach in
Waupun Christian Grade School in Waupun, WI.
Anne Jones ('83) married John Savage in December of 1983. Anne teaches elementary
and high school vocal and instrumental music to all 70 students in Karval Public School in
the small town of Karval, CO. She is greatly enjoying her work both as a teacher and as a
rancher's wife.
Gregg Vande Kieft ('83) and Lynette Zonneveld (ex '83) were married on June 17, 1983.
They live in Iowa City, lA, where Gregg attends the College of Medicine and is doing
research on pediatric cardiology. Lynette is accountant and bookkeeper for West Music Co.
in Coralville, IA.

;

Theresa Gletema ('84) and Fred Van ~eek were married on July 20, 1984, in Salem; OR.
They are now living in Corvallis, OR, where Fred works on his father's dairy farm.
Joel De Waard ('83) and Ruth Dykhouse ('82) were married on September 2,1983. They live
near Lynden, WA, where Joel is a partner and bookkeeper in De Waard Dairy. Ruth works as
a medical technologist at What com Pathology Lab and Blood Bank In Bellingham, WA.
Pierre Folkerts ('83·) and Beth Butler (ex' 86) were married on August 18, 1984. They live
on a dairy near Sunnyside, WA, where Pierre is an assistant herdsman and Beth is a sales
clerk.
Lyle Breems ('83) and Selly Reitsma ('84) were married on June 9, 1984. They live in Oak
Lawn, IL, where Sally teaches third grade at Chicago Southwest Christian School. Lyle
works as the production associate at Feil Productions in Tinley Park, IL, and as a free-lance
photographer.
Janet De Boer (ex '85) married Glen Holsather on August 4, 1984. They live in
Minneapolis, MN, where Glen works as a meatcutter at Rainbow Foods.
Kevin Stevens (ex '85) and Paula Grlmmius ('83) were married on August 17, 1984. They
now live in Newton, lA, where Paula is a secretary for Bankers Life in Des Moines, lA, and
Kevin is in a computer programming proqram at I~dian Hills Community College.
·Graduated with an Associate of Arts Degree,

._--------------------------------~-~
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FUTURE DEFENDERS_· cl~...
1970's
Roger and Glenda (Haarsma) Sinkey ('69, '70) announce the birth of Michael Jon, born December 21,
1983. The Sinkeys live in Rock Island, IL.
Phil and Darlene (Wallish) Vande Voart ('70, '73) announce the birth of Thomas Lee born May 8, 198~. He
joins Jeanie, 4. The Vande Voorts farm near Grundy Center, IA.
larry and Helen (Slegers) De Groot ('70, '71) welcomed a new daughter, Joanna Lynn, on October 10,
1984. She joins Jonathan, 11, and Jason, 1 V2. The De Groats live in HUll, lA, where Larry owns a trucking
company and Helen, after 11 years of teaching, is a homemaker.
Henry and Miriam (Hugen, ex '72) Zoetewey announce the birth of Jessica Lynn, born March 19, 1984.
Henry is self-employed at Zoetewey Engineering and Design and Miriam, after 10 years of teaching first
grade, is a full-time homemaker. The Zoeteweys live in Englewood, CO.
Dwight and Joann (Kalsbeek, '72) Groman announce the arrival of their first child, Timothy DWight, on
June 24, 1984. The Gromans live in Deriver, CO, where Dwight is a truck driver and Joann is a part-time
medical technologist.
Pete and Anne Heverhats ('72) announce the birth of David Joel, born August 3, 1984, a brother to
Michael, 6. Pete teaches junior high English at Watson Groen Christian School in Seattle, WA, where
Anne serves as part-time bookkeeper.
Dave and Dorothy (Te Krony) Van Haalten ('73, '73) announce the birth of a daughter, Elizabeth Liana,
born June 16, 1984. She joins her brothers Peter, 6, and Tyler, 3. They live in Idaho Falls, 10, where Dave is
a senior mechanical engineer at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory.
William and Pam Ruis ('73) announce the birth of Gregory James, born April 18, 1984. He joins Grant
Michael, 2. Bill teaches at San Jose Christian School and Condie Junior College. Pam teaches second
grade at Challenger School.
Ron and Cheri Van Weelden ('73) announce the birth of Heidi Sue, born June 23, 1984. She joins
Heather, 5, Hannah, 3, and Adam, 2. They live in Lombard, IL. Ron works for Motorola, Inc.
Howard and Edna (Belstra, '73) Rynberk are pleased to announce the birth of a daughter, Jennifer Joan,
born May 7, 1984. She joins two brothers, Howard, 9, and Steven, 5. The Rynberks live in Palos Park, IL,
where Howard is president of his own management, development and syndication company, and Edna is
a homemaker.
Eugene and Thea (Haan, '73) De Vries announce the birth of Stacy Ann on June 2, 1984. She joins
Christopher, 6, and Tim, 4. Eugene works for a private phone company and Thea is a full-time homemaker.
They live in Highland, IN.
Phil and Mary (Mouw, ex '73) Post praise the Lord for their son, Nathaniel James, born January 30, 1984.
He is welcomed by Cara Jeanne, 4, and Sarita, 2. Phil is an import manager near O'Hare International Air·
port and Mary is a homemaker and Avon representative. They live in Elgin, IL.
Harold and Ruth (Bosma, '73) De Bruin have received another blessing from the Lord. Heather Deann
was born March 4, 1984, and was welcomed home by Rex, 6, Joel, 4, and Rachel, 2. The De Bruins farm
near Fremont, IA.
Norm and LaDonna Cleveringa (ex '73) welcomed their fifth child, Ross Nicholas, on December 21,
1983. He joins Chris, 9, Alanda, 7, Ryan, 4, and Darin, 2. Norm farms near Rock Valley and works at HayesAlbion, Kooima Division. LaDonna works full-time at home.
Gary and Kathy (Buikema) Ritsema ('74, '74) announce the birth of Craig Frederick on May 8, 1984. Gary
and Kathy both teach at Calvin Christian School in Escondido, CA.
Julius and JoAnne (Van Dyke) de Jager ('74, ex '75) rejoice in the birth of Yolisa ~oy, born August 11,
1983. She is welcomed by Joanna, 6, and Aaron, 4. They live in Peterborough, ON, where Jules is principal
of Ahema Christian School and JoAnne works part-time as a nurse.
Alvin and Brenda (Van Maanen, '74) Bylsma announce the birth of Brittany Lynn, born February 18,
1984. Brittany has two sisters, Belinda, 6, and Allison, 4, and a brother, Alex, 2. The Bylsmas farm near
Hull.
Jeffrey and Jackie (Boonstra, '74) Archer announce the birth of Craig James, born on May 14, 1984. He
joins brother Christopher, 7. The Archers live in Woodbridge, VA.
Gerry and Jan (Dokter, '74) Van Kooten announce the birth of Kara Dawn, born May 24,1983. She joins
sister, Crystal, 4. Gerry is senior geologist with Atlantic Richfield in Denver, CO. They are also involved
with a fledgling CAC, Eastern Hills CAC. Gerry is on the steering committee and Jan coordinates the
music and directs a small choir.
Bob and Lynn (LeMahleu, '75) Koops announce the birth of Jeffrey Robert. born January 3, 1984. He
iotns Beth, 3. Bob farms near Downs, KS, and Lynn is a homemaker and substitute teacher.
Keith and Darlene (Vanderbrug, '75) Struik are happy to announce the birth of their first child, Kirk
Allen, born April 11, 1984. The Struiks live in Sully, IA.
Clayton and Gail (Viss) Danzeisen ('75, '74) announce the birth of Lana Jean, born February 20, 1984.
She has three brothers, Kevin, 8, Eric, 6, and Brett, 4. The Danzeisens live in De Motte, IN.
Terry and Ruth (Wiersma, '75) Huizingh announce the birth of Ryan Scott, born May 3, 1984. He joins
Jonathan, 3. Ruth works part-time as a Medical Technologist in hematology. The Huizinghs live in
Denver, CO.
Bob Grussing ('75) announces the birth of a daughter, Lora Beth, born April 10, 1984. She joins Sheri
Lynn, 3. The Grussings live in Kentwood, Ml.
Dennis and Kathy (Koning, '75) Kok are proud to announce the birth of a son, Brady Jon on December
23, 1983. Brady joins Justin, 3. Dennis has a ceblnet-maktnq business and Kathy is a homemaker. The
Koks live in Platte, SO.
John and Bev (Wedell) Bandstra ('75, '75) are happy to announce the arrival of Colin Matthew on August
14,1984. The Bandstras who have three other children, John Ryan, 6, Aaron, 4, and Irene, 2, are living in
Delta, BC, where John manages the Vancouver branch of the family trucking business and Bev is a busy
homemaker.
lyle and Marge (Walvoort) Faber (ex '75, ex '76) announce the birth of Aaron Chester, born on January
16,1984. He joins brothers Levi, 7, and Luke, 3. They live in Escondido, CA, where Lyle works for Faber
Masonry and Marge is a homemaker.
Howard and Vicki (Jeltema, '76) Kooistra rejoice in the birth of a son, Philip John, born on June 24,
1984. He joins Emily, 3. The Kooistras live in Rock Valley, IA.
Darrell and Virginia (Van Zee, '76) Vermeer rejoice in the birth of their third child, Darren Eugene, born
May 11, 1984. To entertain Darren at home are his sisters Lecia Anne, 4, and Shari Lynn, 2. The vermeers
live and work on a farm near Sioux Center.
Roger and Allee (Doornbos) Addink ('76, '75) announce the birth of Reuben, a brother to Gwendolyn, 5,
Benjamin, 3, and Dustin, 2. Roger is self-employed in Terrace, BC, and Alice is a busy homemaker.
Bill and Anne Helmus ('76) announce the arrival of Ryan Stephen, born June 13, 1984. He joins Diana, 5,
Sean, 2, and Jonathan, 1. They live in Papua, New Guinea.
Doug and Greta (Vanderhoek) Eckardt ('76, '81) announce the birth of Rachel Mary, born July 26,1984.
Doug is Instructor of Theology at Trinity Christian College in Palos Heights, IL.
Jack and Wilma (Hettinga, '76) Esselink praise the Lord for Kristopher John, born June 5,1984. Jack is
a contractor and Linda is enjoying an extended leave of absence from t.eaching. They live in Emo, ON.
Dave and Ruth (Haak) Ruter ('77, ex '80) praise God for the birth of a son, Lucas Steven, born March 4,
1984. He joins his brother, Matthew. The Ruters live in Sioux Center, IA.
Leon and Margaret (De Vries, ex '77) Vander weerct announce the birth of their second daughter, Gwyn
Leah, born December 2, 1983. Faye, 4, welcomed her home. The Vander Weerdts live near Lynnville, lA,
where Leon drives truck for Sully Coop Exchange and Margaret is managing editor of the Diamond Trail
News, a local weekly newspaper.
Don and Anita (Pacheco) Elwell ('77, '83) welcome their first child, Bonny Beth, born December 16,
1983. The ElweHs are living in New Jersey.
Jim and Tami (Weaver, '78) Owens praise the Lord for Derek Brandon who arrived on January 20,1984.
Their home is in Borcu!o, MI, where Jim is an engineer for Herman Miller and Tami is a full-time
homemaker.
Peter and Joanne (Pastoor, '78) Mulder praise the Lord for their first child, Gloria Elizabeth, born May
20,1984. The Mulders live in Brampton, ON.
Henry and Ardith (Schaap, ex '78) Vis and son, James Martin, 2, praise God for the gift of Lynola Grace,
born March 6, 1984. The Vises live in Maple Ridge, BC. Henry works in Vancouver in the manufacturing of
radio telephones, and Ardith is a homemaker.
Veryl and Connie (Steiger) Kooi ('78, '79) praise God for the birth of Nathan Peter, who arrived on his
sister Naomi Janet's second birthday, August 16, 1984. Very I teaches junior high social studies at
Lynden Christian School, Lynden, WA.
Tim and Linda (Kiel) Ribbens ('78, '78) rejoice in the adoption of their daughter, Teressa Lynn. Teressa
was born on Nov. 13, 1983, and arrived at her new home on Feb. 6, 1984. The Ribbens live in Minneapolis,
MN, where Tim is a certified public accountant. Linda taught fifth grade at Calvin Christian School for 51f.!
years and is now a full-time homemaker.
Stuart and Karen (Aardema, '78) Mulder praise God for another healthy son, David Mark, born March 1,
1984. He 'joins Charlie, 2. Stu is a dairy farmer, and Karen is a full-time homemaker after four years oJ
teaching. The Mulders live in Alto, WI.

Lowell and Leny (Van Maslrigt, '78) Tenpas are happy to announce the birth of their son, Jared Lowell,
born May 22,1984. The Tenpases recently moved to Ithaca, NY, where Lowell is a law student at Cornell
University and Leny is a homemaker.
Gene and Jana (Harringa) Veltkamp ('79, ex '78) announce the birth of their second child, Michael John,
born March 8, 1984. He joins his sister, Melissa, 2. Gene is a production manager for NOBL Labs, Sioux
Center, lA, and Jana is a homemaker and babysits full-time.
Alvin and Renae (Jasper, '79) Venhuizen announce the birth of Jonathon Eric, born April 25, 1984. AI is a
dairy farmer and Renae changed from full-time to part-time teacher at Waupun Christian School, Waupun,
WI.
Dwight and Marla (Van Beek, '79) Sas announce the' birth of Kevin Dale, born July 13, 1984. He joins
Michael Jon, 2. The Sases live in Hull, lA, where Dwight is printing manager for the Index-Reporter and
Marla is a part-time typesetter.
Terry and Coby (Prins) Vande Griend ('79, '79) were blessed with a healthy second child, Jonathan
Michael, on April 24, 1984. He is welcomed by Jenessa, 3. They live in Lethbridge, AB, where Terry
teaches at Lethbridge Christian School and Coby is a homemaker and substitute teacher.
Pete and Maria (de Leyer) Van Velzen ('79, ex '81) announce the birth of Joanna Ferne, born August 13,
1984. She joins Jennie, 2. The Van Velzens live in New Holland, SO, where Pete is teacher-prtnclpa! at
New Holland Christian Grade School.
Dave and Marlae (Vander Griend) Gritter ('79, '79) rejoice in the birth of Lindy Marlae, born June 19,
1984. She joins Michelle Joy, 2. The Grttters live in Lynden, WA.
Bob and Marlene (Boersma) De Groot ('79, '79) rejoice in the birth of their first child, Christopher Jon,
born January 26, 1984. The De Groots are livlnq in Lake Worth, FL, where Bob is teaching junior high Bible
and PE at Lake Worth Christian School and Marlene works part-time as a secretary for the Lake Worth
Christian Reformed Church.
Darrel and Laura (Kooger, ex '79) Feucht announce the birth of Steven Kail, born January 26, 1984. He
has a stater, Kristi, 6, and a brother, Jeffrey, 3. Darrel works at City Center Moving in Sioux Falls, SO, and
Laura is a full-time homemaker.
Kevin and Sandy (Walvoort) Kroese ('79, '79) rejoice in the birth of a son, Andrew John, born April 8,
1984. He was welcomed home by his sister Katie, 2. Kevin is farming near Hull.
Dave and Marlyce (Vander Pol) Snyder ('79, '77) announce the birth of Christopher Clyde, born March
30, 1984,' who joins Rachel, 2. They live in Coopersburg, PA.

1980's
Darwin and Libby (Hulst) Schaap (ex '80, '78) announce the birth of Eric John, born July 3, 1984. He
joins sister Nicole, 4. The Schaaps live in Littleton, CO.
Dave and Darlene (Vandenacre) Bosch ('80, '79) announce the birth of Eva Marie, born April 27, 1984.
The Boschs live in Seattle where Dave is working on his MSW at the University of Washington.
Bill and Beth (Friesema, '80) Gould are happy to announce the birth of their second son, Timothy
Garrett, born June 13, 1984. He joins brother Billy, 2. Beth is a full-time homemaker and mother, and Bill
teaches and coaches for West Sioux Community School in Hawarden, IA.
Henry and Kathi (Sluys) Hellinga ('80, '80) praise the Lord for the birth of their first child, Monica Ann,
born March 23, 1984. They live in Neerlandia, AB.
Ed and Tamera (Veenstra, '80) Schreur share their joy in the gift of Rebekah Joy, born Aprill, 1984. The
Schreurs live in New York City where Ed is pastor of the Sunnyside Reformed Church in Queens. Tami
works part-time at home writing Bible studies for the CRC Home Missions. Rebekah is welcomed by
Christopher, 2.
Vernon and Patricia (Penning) Droge ('80, '78) announce the birth of Valerie Kay, born December 18,
1983. The Oroges live in Manhattan, MT, where Vern farms with his dad and Pat, besides being a
homemaker, types court transcripts.
Rob and Joy (Van Dyke, '80) Bock announce the birth of Elizabeth Ann, born June 30,1984. She joins
Jessica, 2. The Bocks live in Allen, NE, where Joy teaches kindergarten and Rob works at the bank.
Gerald and Arlis Folkerts ('80) thank fhe Lord for their first child, Jared Aaron, born September 2,1984.
The Folkerts live in Winnipeg, MB, where Gerald teaches Junior High Art and Bible and Arlis teaches
kindergarten.
-Glen and Deble (Vos, '80) Van Milligan praise God for the birth of their first child, Daniel Glen, born
September 14, 1984. Glen is a computer programmer and Oebie is a homemaker. They live in
Streamwood, IL.
Greg and Cheryl (Bolkema) Bonnema ('81, '81) announce the birth of their first child, Sarah Beth, born
September 29, 1984. Greg works as an auditor for Ulrich Ltd. in Willmar, MN. Cheryl previously taught
fourth grade at Central Minnesota Christian School in Prinsburg, MN.
Roger and Arlene (Pleima) Mulder ('81, '81 *) announce the birth of their first child, Ashley Dawn, born
on September 20, 1983. Roger farms with his brother in Renville, MN, and Arlene is a homemaker.
Jim and Janet (Vander Griend, ex '81) Kaemingk praise God for their second child, Nathan Jan, born
April 22, 1984. He joins Lucas James, 2. The Kaemingks live in Lynden, WA, where Jim is an electrical
contractor and Janet is a full-time homemaker.
Paul and Donna (Bierlink) Willems (ex '81, ex '81) announce the birth of twin sons, Aaron Jon, born July
22, and Nathan Paul, born July 23, 1983. They join Mark, 3. Paul is manager at Holiday Stationstore in
Marshalltown and Donna is a full-time mother.
Elroy and Mary (Jongsma) Houtsma ('81, '81) announce the birth of Lucas Jon, born September 9,1984,
a brother to Erin, 2. They live in Sioux Center where Elroy works for Interstates. Electric as an accountant
and Mary is a homemaker.
Lee and Donna Van Grouw ('81) rejoice in the birth of twin daughters, Jenessa Leigh and Ashley Jean,
born April 30, 1984. The Van Grouws live in Farmington, CA.
Larry and Mary (Elgersma) Van Korlaar ('81, '81) announce the birth of a son, Craig Allen, born May 3,
1984. The Van Korlaars live in Phoenix, AZ.
Mark and Jerilyn Kooistra ('81) wish to thank the Lord for the birth of their son Aubrey John, born July
15,1984. The Kooistras are living in Sheboygan, WI, where Mark is the plant manager at Scandia Plastics
Inc.
Benj and Wilma (Plugers) Gesink (ex '81, '78) thank the Lord for the birth of a son, Ian Michael, born
February 1, 1984. Benj is a physical therapist at University Hospital in London, ON, and Wilma is a
homemaker.
Jim and Delores (Swier) Werkhoven (ex '81, ex '81) announce the birth of Matthew James, born
September 7, 1983. He joins a stster, Valerie, 2. Jim dairy farms in Monroe, WA, and Delores is abusy wife
and mother.
Dave and Cindy (Zylstra, ex '81) Hamstra announce the birth of Jeffrey George on December 3, 1983. He
joins Scott, 2. Dave is a farmer near DeMotte, IN, and Cindy is a full-time homemaker.
Marv and Carla (Mouw) Kleinjan ('81, ex '81) were blessed with their first son, Jesse Van Wyck, born
March 5, 1984. They farm with Marv's dad near Bruce, SO.
Kim and Sandi (Droog, '81) Shoesmith announce the birth of Elijah John born on April 28, 1984. The
Shoesmiths live in Liberty, MO.
Barry and Mary (Siersema) Warner (ex '81, ex '82) rejoice in the birth of Kristin Elizabeth, born
November 17, 1984. The Warners reside in South Holland, IL, where Barry is a chemical engineer and
Mary is an RN.
Ed and Diane (Galema) Rltzema ('82, '81) announce the birth of Peter Joseph, born June 20, 1984. They
live in Newark, NY, where Ed teaches at East Palmyra Christian School and Diane teaches' music lessons
and is a homemaker.
Roger and Kim (Vanden Bosch) Engelsman (ex '82, ex '82) are happy to announce the birth of their first
child, Derek John, born July 8, 1984. The Engelsmans live in Englewood, CO. Roger is a policeman in
Northglenn, CO, and Kim works part-time for Midwest Insurance and gives piano and organ lessons.
Jack and Gayle (Smith, ex '82) Griede announce the birth of their second child, Derek Benjamin, born
June 16, 1984. He joins Natasha Lynn, 2. The Griedes live in Lemon Grove, CA, where Jack is a salesman
for Lane-Stanton-Vance Lumber Co. and Gayle is a homemaker.
Dave and Deb (Verbrugge) De Jong ('83. '81 *) announce the birth of Daniel John on July 13, 1984. Dave
is employed by State Farm Insurance in Bloomington, IL; Deb is a full·time wife and mother.
Craig and Andriette (Pieron) Boersema ('83, '83) thank God for the birth of Marcus Andrew, a brother for
Hannah Paulette, 2. They live in Pullman, WA.
Jackson and Shelley (Vanden Bosch) Hall ('83, ex '84) rejoice in the birth of their first child, Tara Lynn,
born September 5,1984. The Halls live in Englewood, CO. Jack works as a salesman for Denver Burglar
Alarm Systems, and Shelley works part-time for Midwest Insurance.
David and Marilyn (Weitzel) Sjaardema ('84, '83) announce the birth of Christopher Eugene, born
January 26, 1984. The Sjaardemas live in Denver, CO.
Randy and linda (Visser, ex '84) Jones were blessed with a son, Nathaniel Jacob, born April 12, 1984.
He joins his brother Andrew, 2. They live near Sunnyside, WA, where Linda is a homemaker and Randy is
an insurance agent.
* Graduated with a two-year Associate of Arts Degree.
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RAsand RDskeep college
residences running smoothly
"I love being with people-talking, organizing, and planning with
them," said Lisa Kamlade, a senior
from Salem, Oregon. "I guess
that's why I enjoy being an RA;
there's plenty of opportunity
for
each of those things in my work."
Lisa is one of 28 students who
play an important role in the daily
operation of Dordt's campus housing program.
Eight
Residence
Oirectors (RDs), two for each dormitory and two in the east campus
apartments, and twenty Resident
Assistants
(RAs), two for each
floor, serve as friends, supervisors,
and problem-solvers
for fellow
students.
In the residence
halls, RAs
rotate nightly supervisory duties,
maintain their wing and communal
recreation
areas, conduct
wing
meetings,
plan group activities,
and make themselves available to
students who want to talk about
dorm or college life.
The Student Services staff puts
thoughtful
work into choosing
students who they feel can accomplish these tasks. They look
for individuals who show commitment to serving Christ and who
lead an exemplary lifestyle. In addition, they choose assistants who
they feel will be concerned about
others and befriend them; those
who will be resourceful in planning
and implementing social, spiritual,
and educational
programs in the
residence halls; and those who will
stimulate active interest and participation in college life.
Students
are selected
from
detailed application forms and individual interviews with Director of
Resident Life John De Jager and
Counselor Laurie Hallquist.
Those
selected
are trained
vigorously
for their task. Three

days before school starts, all RAs
and RDs participate in an intense
orientation
session,
eighteen
hours of training in study, friendship, and organizational skills. All
first time assistants
must take
Psychology 345, a training course
which prepares them for a variety
of situations they may face. Sessions focus on recognizing and
responding
to emergencies,
understanding
Dordt's
priorities
for student growth and development, dealing with death and grieving, managing
time and study
skills, recognizing chemical abuse
and suicidal tendencies, developing leadership skills, coping with
and understanding
stress, and
building
community
within
the
halls.
In all of these areas RAs work
closely with both their RDs and
the counseling staff. As members
of the Student Personnel staff they
offer suggestions
for enhancement of student life and, when appropriate,
refer
students
to
De Jager or Hallquist.
Residence Directors work closeiy with the Resident Assistants as
consultants on problems, but they
also
oversee
the
many
administrative details that keep a dormitory operating smoothly. They
conduct staff meetings, serve on
the student judicial
board, participate in the residence hall council, supervise vending machines
and video programming, and take
responsibility
for the general appearance of the building.
In the East Campus apartments
the situation is slightly different.
Each building
has one council
representative who, besides serving on the council, maintains the
building and plans activities to encourage
unity
among
the

residents.
Two seniors,
Terry
Scholten
and Ivan Bleyenberg,
serve as RDs for the entire complex. In addition to keeping their
building in good order, they head
council
meetings and serve as
counselors
for
East Campus
students,
being
available
as
listeners and keeping their eyes
open for developing problems.
Although
many colleges
and
universities are hiring paid professionals
as residence
directors,
De Jager feels confident that hav-

ing students keep a leadership role
in their living situation is important
for growth and maturity. As long as
Dordt continues to have capable,
responsible
students
willing
to
commit themselves to this work,
the arrangement will remain as it
is. "I'm really thankful for the student leaders we have working with
us this year," said De Jager.
"They're enthusiastic, responsible
kids who are doing an excellent
job."

The resident directors' apartment is a hang-out for students and resident advisors. Here
Karen Bleeker, Lisa Kamlade, and Leisa Bleeker relax in the East Hall RD apartment.

Lisa Kamlade is one of the RAs in East Hall. Living with an RA last
year, she said, gave her the incentive to apply for the position this year.
Interacting with others and coordinating
activities
bring her much
satisfaction. As a communications
major interested in public relations,
she is gaining experience which should be helpful in the career she intends to pursue.
But there is much more for Lisa. Even though the year is only half
finished, she has experienced spiritual growth through her work.
"As an RA," she says, "you find out a lot of things going on that others
don't know about." Helping others through difficult situations means
you take on some of their anxiety as well. Lisa has found that even
though situations stay on her mind, prayer helps her realize that she
can't always solve things, but can leave them confidently in God's hands.
Joyful times abound in a dorm, too. On her floor in East Hall, Lisa coordinates bulletin board decoratinq to make the floor a homey place to live
and helps plan wing ice cream socials. One evening, she and her win.gies
read the guys in West Hall a bedtime story in exchange for breakfast the
next morning. She takes responsibility for wing meetings by initiating activities, passing on announcements, and sharing in devotions.
"It's the little things that often count most," says Lisa. She tries to
think of ways to get the girls interacting on a regular and sometimes
Part of what residence directors do is plan monthly activities for East Campus residents.
playful basis. The "Adopt a Room" program encourages each room to
RD Terry Scholten, EC rep Sheila Koldenhoven, EC rep Val Broak, and RD Ivan
adopt another for a week and plan
Bleyenberg discuss the activities budget.
an activity that will help the ocThis is Terry Scholten's fifth year at Dordt and se- Through his interaction with the Student Services per- cupants get to know each other.
cond rewarding year as an RD. Hailing from Chino,
sonnel, he tries to help others work out their problems
The familiarity
that results imCalifornia, Terry is a pre-seminary student majoring in
in a way that is not humiliating
but maturing.
proves the warm atmosphere of the
psychology. He and roommate Ivan Bleyenberg share
Although many situations work themselves out given
floor. Another project, "Warm FuzRD duties in the East Campus apartments. In the past
a little time, there have been instances
where
zies," is an attempt to get the girls
two years, he has developed friendships and skills
finances, for example, created a problem within an to express thouqhtfulness
and
that will stay with him for a long time. Besides ad- apartment. From their more objective point of view,
more care for each other. A warm
ministrative duties like keeping the vending machines
Terry and Ivan could suggest ways to approach the
fuzzy is simply a piece of paper
filled and making sure there is enough toilet paper to
problem that would not be humiliating to those involved.
slipped into an envelope with a
go around, most of his work involves being available
As in the dormitories, East Campus RDs help plan
note to another dormie . .The catch
as a listening ear and a seeing eye. Although Terry
many activities to build community within the comis that every time you receive one
and Ivan's apartment is always open for students who
plex. These activities vary from study breaks, when
you must send one off to someone
need help solving a problem, as caring people, they
residents gather for cookies and punch after studyelse.
also try to spot roommate, financial, or personal proIng, to game nights, which usually draw nearly half of
blems before' they grow out of proportion.
the 300 East Campus residents.
As RD, Terry sees himself as a facilitator for growth.
VOICE, Page 13

Intramurals and sports clubs
draw many students
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Becky Beirlink accompanies

singers Chuck Vis and Deb Vander Schaap
in a madrigal song.

Choir presents madrigal dinners
To celebrate
the Christmas
season, the Dordt College Choir
annually presents madrigal dinners in the West Commons Dining
Hall in the second
week of
December.
Director Dale Grotenhuis and his
wife Eleanor host the dinners.
The evenings begin with a trumpet
fanfare and several pieces sung by
the choir. While the waitresses
bring in the traditional boar's head
on a platter, the men from the choir
sing "The Boar's Head Carol."
"Wassail,
Wassail,"
precedes
serving of the apple cider. While
the dinner is served, the choir
sings several madrigal songs accompanied
by flute and harpsichord.
The dinners imitate medieval
court banquets. A jester polishes
bald men's heads, kisses women
and pokes fun of the musicians.
Guests and performers exchange
impromptu puns and riddles.
After the diners have finished

eating, the choir seranades them
with Christmas carols such as "I
Am So Glad On Christmas Eve,"
"The
First
Noel,"
"Hark, The
Herald Angels Sing," and a syncopated version of "We Wish You
A Merry Christmas."
This year the choir presented
the madrigal dinners three nights
on campus and one .niqht in
Minneapolis.

Beginning next fall Dordt College will offer two new scholarships for pre-seminary students.
The scholarships were made possible through a generous bequest
from the estate of Miss Christina
Haan in memory of her father,
Chris E. Haan.
The two four-year scholarships
will be awarded each academic
year and will provide $500 in tuition
relief for each year the recipient
attends Dordt and maintains acceptable academic standing in the
pre-seminary program.
High
school
seniors
or
graduates planning to enroll in the
Dordt College pre-seminary program and maintaining a 3.00 GPA
are invited to apply for this new
scholarship. Direct all inquiries. to:
Director of Financial Aid
Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
VOICE, Page 14

Dordt's Hockey Club practices and plays
all home games in South Sioux City's
Bubble. Above, center Ron De Boer faces
off in a December 7 game against SDSU.

Thanksgiving tours.
Club advisor Bob Hilbelink commented that this year's team of sixteen are a group of hard-working
players: "They really put their
hearts into playing the best they
can." Currently, the team practices
once a week In a rink In South
Sioux City, NE. Hilbelink says that
after the club's Christmas tour to
southern Ontario, the team should
be playing their best, since they
will have played daily on tour.
Hilbelink noted that hockey is
gaining wider attention throughout
the northern states. "More and
more towns
in the north are
buildinq ice rinks," he said. "This
means we'll be getting more kids
at Dordt who are eager to play
hockey when they get here, which,
of course, will help the hockey
club."

Minnie Dahm retires

Register now
for the

Church Music Festival and Workshop
February 22 and 23, 1985
Dordt College Chapel Building

New scholarship offered
for pre-sem students

Athletics
at Dordt comes- in
many stripes. Besides varsity competition,
sports clubs and intramurals
provide many recreational opportunities for students .
Intramural advisor Syne Aliena
reports that the winter intramural
program is well underway, with
350-400 students involved. Sixty
teams participated in the volleyball
program this year, in either men's,
women's, or cooed groups. Basketball is next on the intramural
schedule. Aliena doesn't expect
quite as many participants since
many students opt for intramural
bowiing
which
coincides
with
basketball.
Many other students participate
In sports clubs, including
the
hockey club, the swimming club,
the wrestling club, the table-tennis
club and the outdoor recreation
club. Club sports at Dordt are set
up for inter- and intra-scholastic
competition.
The hockey club is probably the
most visible sports club, taking
several tours throughout the year
and generally
drawing
larger
audiences than other club sports.
Since the hockey club is not a
varsity sport, club members must
provide their own equipment and
raise some of the money to pay for
ice rink rental and other expenses.
In the past, the college
has
matched
the funds
the club
members raise. In addition, the Admissions Office provides transportation
for
Christmas
and

A practical workshop for church organists.
After five years of service as
archivist
of the Dordt College
Archives and Dutch Memorial Collection, Mrs. Minnie J. Dahm has
retired. Mrs. Dahm, who has been a
teacher and librarian for most of
her life, has greatly enjoyed her
work here at Dordt. "I feel the archives work is important," she said
in an interview some years ago.
"We're
preserving
the heritage
God gave us. The items we collect
are memorials to what God has
done and is doing for His people."
Besides her work as archivist,
Mrs. Dahm made several other
generous contributions to the college. She has funded scholarships
in music and medical technology,
given funds to the library, and
donated Dordt's Casavant organ.
As a college community we are
grateful for many ways in which
she has been of service to Dordt
College.

Featuring:
William Ness and Dr. Marge Ness
The First Presbyterian Church, Ottumwa, Iowa
- Wedding Music For Organ
- Children's Choir Music
and
Dr. Davis Folkerts
Central College, Pella, Iowa
- improvisation for organists
A Hymn Festival will be held Friday, February 22, at 8:00 p.m. m
the Chapel. The public is invited. A freewill offering will be
taken.

For more information about registration and fees, call Dr. Joan
RingerwoIe, (lI2) 722-3771, ext. 6202.
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Dordt's young soccer team
goes to oreo playoffs
well," said Van Essen. "He and the
others gave the team a lot of
stability."
Terry Schaap received special
recognition for his playing this
year. The National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics selected
him as a member of the 1984NAIA
Academic All-American Soccer
Team.
Van Essen says the high point
far."
The Defenders' core group was for the. team was getting into the
especially strong. Forwards Darryl area playoffs. The Defenders were
DeRuiter (junior, Escalon, CAl and pitted against Sangamon State,
from Springfield, IL, a team which
Frank Vande Kraats (junior,
Edmonton, AB), halfback Terry is rated 15th nationally. "Although
Schaap (senior, Sioux Falls, SD), we lost 4-1, I think our guys did
quite well. This was tough comand fullback
David Schenk
(freshman, Chatham, ON) were all petition for them."
Van Essen remarked that he has
named to the District 15All-District
Team. Van Essen says these men high hopes for next year's team.
provided the strong force, along "We've got a young team, so most
of the men will be returning. With
with
center
Jack
Brouwer
the same level of hard work, we
(sophomore, Ramona, CAl·
"Brouwer played very, very should have a good season."

Dordt's soccer team's 10-5-1
record this fall greatly exceeded
expectations, according to soccer
coach Quentin Van Essen.
"We did very well, much better
than I had anticipated. We had a
tough schedule, with tough conference competition," stated Van
Essen. "I had hoped for a .500
season, and we surpassed that by
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th. ball into the w.iting .rm. 01 Julie Broekhui •. The women pl.yed
this game Thanksgiving

weekend

against Central College.

Six returning players
add strength to women's team
The Dordt women's basketball IA)-will be the strength for the
team has six returning players this team.
.Rhoda commented that he
year, and coach Len Rhoda says
this turnout may be a big factor in hopes transfer student Vonda
the team's success. "Last year we Broek (sophomore, Sioux Center,
only had three players return, so IA) will prove to be a great asset to
we're happy to have six returning the team.
"We're going to have a strong
this year."
Rhoda says that the women.who bench, too," says Rhoda. "We've
played last year-linda
Mabie got a well-balanced team, guards
(senior, Wyckoff, NJ), Jackie Van that can shoot, and forwards that
Leeuwen (sophomore, Chino, CAl, can get the rebounds."
Coach Rhoda says that one of
lisa Ruisch (sophomore, Ireton,
the
team's weaknesses is that four
IA), Faye Woudstra (junior, Orange
of
the
fourteen women last played
City,
IA), Julie
Broekhuis
basketball
in Iowa, where a six(sophomore, Sioux Falls, SD) and
player
game
is played. "This
Sandy Keck (sophomore, Washta,
makes a difference because it
takes a iittle while to get rid of the
old habits," explained Rhoda. He
added that the team needs to work
on defense.
"All in all, they've been a great
bunch to work with," said Rhoda.
"The women have a great team
spirit, and they're willing to work
hard."

Women's volleyball
finishes in
second place
Despite being young, the Dordt
College women's volleyball team
earned second place honors in the
lokota Conference this fall.
"We all worked hard, and I think
we gained respect in the conference,"
says coach Mary
Schutten. "We showed the other
teams that we're a force to be
reckoned with."
Schutten says that one of the
strong players this year was midblocker and setter lisa Poel
(senior, Grand Rapids). Poel made
all-conference and was named to
Defender Greg Van seeten prepares a free· throw shot against Central College. This game was part of
the NAIA District 15 first team.
a Thanksgiving double-header with the Dordt women's basketball team.
Outside hitter Linda Mabie
(senior, Wyckoff, NJ) led the team
in spikes. "She had an excellent offensive year," said Schutten.
Schutten says junior Donna De
Ruyter (Rock Valley, IA) was a key
If the Dordt's men's basketball said Vander Berg. "Not many Stanislaus Tournament in Turlock, player in many games. "Her setting
team can improve their rebound- freshmen do this well." Kevin CA. Vander Berg says that many of made our offense go." De Ruyter
ing, they should do well in the com- Gesink (freshman, Sheldon, IA) has the teams playing will be state made the second team in the
ing season, says head coach Rick been "real steady" in defense for universities. Dordt's first game will lokota conference.
be against Simpson College of San
the team, too, said coach
Vander Berg.
The team's record for the season
Francisco.
"We've got a lot of good Vander Berg.
was 91-17, with a 7-3 conference
The overall season should prove record. Schutten noted that the
Vander Berg commented that
shooters and a good running
team," he adds. "The big question other starters Brad Boer (senior, to be tough, says Vander Berg. "All Dordt women beat the top conmark this year is strength. If we Sioux Center, IA), Don Vanden Top of the teams we play will be tough ference team, Briar Cliff, both
can improve strength, the rebound- (senior, Rock Valley, IA), Mark competition," he says. "As far as times.
Christians (senior,Sioux Falls, SD), height and running go, we match
ing will definitely improve."
"This has been one of Dordt's
One bright
spot
on the and Brian Vos(senior, Ripon, CAl up pretty well against other best seasons," said Schutten. "We
Defenders' horizon is freshman have provided experience and teams." He thinks Briar Cliff of had a young team, which is good,
Greg Van Soelen (Pella, IA). In the stability for the team. Seven men Sioux City and Marycrest of because most of them will be
Davenport pose the biggest
first four games Van Soelen led the returned to play this year.
returning. I look for an even better
During Christmas vacation, the threats.
team with an average of 20 points
season next fall."
VOICE, Page 15
per game. "This is encouraging," team plans to play in the

Experienced seniorsand talented freshman
make men's basketball season look optimistic
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Faculty News
The professional involvements of Dordt
faculty members outside of the classroom
reveal Dordt's commitment
to provide
educational leadership in the Christian
community as well as among its own

students.

By

sharing these ectivlties,

we

hope to provide fellow Christians with further resources, ideas, and encouragement
as they work to be of service in Christ's
Kingdom.

Marion Van Soelen, Dean of Students,
spoke at Sheldon Christian School on Nov.
6, on the "Basis of Christian Education." He
also addressed the Ireton Christian School
Auxiliary on the "Mother as Teacher" on
Nov. 19, '984.

Dr. Helen Westra, associate professor of
English, spoke on "World Hunger Pains and
Gains,"
at a congregational
hunger
awareness dinner on Nov. 9, 1984.

The Voles, an outreach of Dordt College, is sent to you as alumni and friends
of Christian Higher Education. The Voice
is published In October, December,
March, and June to share information
about the programs, activities and needs
of the college.
Send address corrections and correspondanee to: VOICE, Oordt College,
Sioux Center, IA 51250.
Editorial Committee
Sally Jongsma, editor
Deb Maatman, photographer
Lyle A. Grillers,
Vice President for Development
Publications Council
Abraham Bos, David Campbell,
Howard Hall, Rockne McCarthy"
Quentin Van Essen,
Randall Vander Mey,
Delmar Vander Zee

Dr. Rockne McCarthy, professor
of
political science, gave the opening address
at the Citizens for Educational Freedom
(CEF) 25th Anniversary Cetebratlon in
Philadeiphia, PA, on Sept. 21 and 22, 1984.
His topic was "The Delusion of Uberty and
Justice in American Education."

Members of Oordt's foreign language
department hosted the annual Colleges of
Mid-America and Northwest Iowa Foreign
Language Teachers Conference on Oct. 27,
1984. Lectures and workshops gave practical advice on how to teach foreign
language effectively.

Sandra Vander Mey, instructor in art, was
invited to participate in a National Jewelry
Invitational at the Ree Schonlaw Gallery in
Omaha, NE. The show opened on Nov. 2 and
will run through early January. The gallery
has contracted to serve as a sales outlet for
her work.

Larry Reynolds and Gene Westra, both from
the education department, gave a presentstlon and led a workshop on "Discipline: City
of Refuge towards the New Earth," at Sioux
Falls Christian High School on Nov. 14, 1984.

James Schaap from Dordt's English
department, Mike Stair from Dordt's theatre
arts department, and James Ward are collaborating on another musical to be produced at Covenant College in Chatanooga,
TN, Jan. 25, 26, & 27. The work, titled "The
House of the Lord," is based on the later life
of David and settings of six of his psalms.

Dr. Joan Ringerwole, professor of music,
presented a recital at Mac Murry College in
Jacksonville, IL, on Nov. 4, 1984. She has
also been appointed to the CRC Liturgical
Committee, whose main task, at present, is
to compile a document on the use of
liturgical dance.

Quentin Van Essen, Dordt's soccer
coach, was selected NAIA district 15 Coach
of the Year.
Or. Marian Vander Ark met with the Iowa
State Board of Education in Des Moines to
defend and advocate our teacher education
program. The program was approved for
another five years.

Or. Delmar Vander Zee, along with four
other scientists, published an article titled,
"Checklist of the Vascular Flora of Lyon
and Sioux Counties, Iowa," in the Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science.
The article was based on work begun in
1979 when the Iowa Preserves Advisory
Board sponsored a forum headquartered at
Oordt College.

Dr. Daryl Vander Kooi, professor of communications, was recently listed in Who's
Who in the Midwest.

Duane Bajema, instructor in agriculture,
gave the keynote address at the Christian
Farmers Federation of Canada Convention
on Dec. 5, 1984, in Guelph, Ontario. His
speech was titled "The Changing Face of
Agriculture: Focus on Education."

Because we use a combined
mailing list, some of you may
receive two copies of the Voice
and Spectrum. To help us cut
down on mailing expenses,
please drop us a note if you get
more than one copy. Thank-you.
Development Office
Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
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